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EVENTS TO MARK HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day is held annually on 27th January, the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, to commemorate the lives lost in the Holocaust and 
other more recent genocides, as well as those affected by present day discrimination. The 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s theme for this year is ‘Untold Stories’.  
 
 
Untold Stories: Survivor Talk (Ideal for ages 14+) 
Thursday 27th January, 4pm 
Libeskind Rooms 
Marking Holocaust Memorial Day, hear the real life story of Arek Hersch, who as a child 
during the Holocaust survived against the odds. This is a rare chance to hear about his 
experiences followed by a question and answer session. 
FREE but booking is required on 0161 836 4064 or learningnorth@iwm.org.uk  
 
 
Untold Stories: Film screening (Ideal for ages 14+) 
Sunday 30th January, 3pm 
Libeskind Rooms 
Reflecting on more recent genocides as part of our programme to mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day, this is a screening of the documentary ‘Srebrenica: Never Again?’ focusing on the 
Srebrenica massacre in Bosnia in 1995. The film will be introduced by the filmmaker 
himself, Leslie Woodhead. 
 

 
A Closer Look: Holocaust Memorial Day (Ideal for ages 14+) 
Sundays 23rd and 30th, Tuesday 25th, Wednesday 26th, Thursday 27th and Friday 28th 
January, 2.15pm*.  
Meet at the Tour Point in the Foyer. 
This session offers the chance to learn more about the moving personal stories behind some 
of our fascinating collections, including some new objects on display from the Holocaust. 
Plus a suitcase belonging to the parents of Eva Wohl who was sent on the Kindertransport to 
Britain from Nazi Germany to escape persecution. Find out about the story of Leslie 
Hardman, Jewish Chaplain with the British Army who accompanied some of the first British 
troops to enter Bergen Belsen concentration camp. 
 
*Sessions on Sunday 23rd and 30th January will include a screening of the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust’s 2011 film 
*BSL signed on 30th January at 2.15pm 
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What a Performance: Instruments of Song (Ideal for all ages)  
Thursday 27th and Sunday 30th January, 11.15pm, 12.15pm, 2.15pm, 3.15pm 
Main Exhibition Space  
Evocative Klezmer, Greek and east European melodies performed by Manchester duo The 
Deli Babies to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. 
 
 
Klezmer Dance: Drop in session (Ideal for all ages) 
Sunday 23rd January, 3.15pm – 5pm 
Learning Studio 
Get the chance to see a live Klezmer band. Join in with some traditional dancing or just 
enjoy the music in this informal drop-in session as part of our Holocaust Memorial Day 
events. 
 
 
Shipshape Saturdays: The Adventures of Able Seaman Wally Tobin (Ideal for all ages) 
Saturdays 22nd and 29th January, 1-4pm 
Learning Studio 
What have a parrot, a coconut and a motorbike got in common? Continuing our programme 
of Shipshape Saturdays and exploring the Holocaust Memorial Day theme of ‘Untold Stories’ 
this event includes a special storytelling session revealing the adventures of Able Seaman 
Wally Tobin and looks at how people from different cultures and countries work together in 
times of hardship and war. This family friendly storytelling session also includes craft 
activities. 
 
 
TimeStacks: Holocaust Memorial Day (Ideal for ages 8+) 
Daily from 22nd – 31st January 
Sundays – Fridays 12.30pm and 3.30pm 
Saturdays 12.30pm ONLY 
A great opportunity to get hands-on with objects from Imperial War Museum’s collection, in 
these themed 20-minute object-handling sessions. Join a member of staff for an opportunity 
to discover the stories behind artefacts from the Holocaust. 
 
*BSL signed at 3.30pm on Sunday 30th January 
 

 
ARTIST’S REACTION 
THE CRUSADER BY GERRY JUDAH 
Until November 2011 
 
Imperial War Museum North is exhibiting a new sculpture by renowned contemporary artist 
Gerry Judah. The huge work of art is the first exhibit visitors see on entering the Museum’s 
Main Exhibition Space. Judah’s new piece has been created in direct response to 
contemporary global conflict. It reflects on modern day wars but also resonates with the 
history of world conflict, showing how war has and continues to shape lives. 
 
This is the second piece in Imperial War Museum North's Reactions artist intervention 
programme. The programme works with artists who then create new work in response to the 
Museum's displays, themes and architecture, encouraging visitors to question, critique and 
respond during their visit. 
 

 



IN THE SPOTLIGHT  
CAPTAIN CHARLES FRYATT: A BRITISH SEAMAN’S 
STORY 
Until 4th September 2011 

 
In the Spotlight illuminates unique objects from the IWM collection for a limited period of time 
and explores the fascinating stories behind them. This small but powerful display reveals the 
story of Captain Charles Fryatt, who was captured and executed during the First World War. 
Having saved the lives of his crew when faced with attack by a German submarine U-33 in 
March 1915, a year later his vessel was surrounded by German destroyers and he was 
captured, court martialled and executed for ramming the German U-boat, causing 
international outcry.  
 
 
 

SPECIAL EXHIBITION 
ALL ABOARD: STORIES OF WAR AT SEA 
Until 25th April 2011 
 
Jump aboard and test your sea legs at this major new exhibition at Imperial War Museum 
North. Get hands on at Imperial War Museum’s first ever large-scale exhibition to look at life 
at sea in wartime.   

Action-packed and interactive, this is a great day out for visitors of all ages. Ever imagined 
what it would be like to be a sailor? Try out some ‘Jackspeak’ and see if naval clothing would 
keep you warm on the icy deck of a warship in the Arctic. Discover the naval origins of many 
everyday words and phrases and find out why you might find a reindeer on a battleship. 
Learn which animals have sailed the oceans and why, from cats and dogs to more unusual 
creatures. 

Embark on a voyage of discovery through some of the most momentous events in British 
history - from the First World War to the present day. Immerse yourself in the vast scale of 
the oceans and ships, while discovering moving real life stories of bravery, adventure, 
suffering and survival. See and hear what life was like at sea through the words and voices 
of people who were there. 

 
 
Shipshape Saturdays 
Saturdays 8th and 15th January, 1pm – 4pm 
Learning Studio. 
Our Shipshape Saturdays are packed with family fun – from craft to theatrical performances. 
Including: - 

 Ahoy there! Come and join us for a fun workshop and make your own wacky 
telescope to take home and keep. 

 Get a feel for historic naval items in our object handling sessions.  

 Watch dramatic films and footage from Imperial War Museum’s Archive. 

 Follow the trail to explore even more remarkable objects from war at sea, on 
permanent display in our Main Exhibition Space, by picking up a family friendly 
gallery pack. 
 

 
 



Animals Aboard 
Saturdays (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th) January, 11.30am. 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet  
Meet cuddly character Simon, the ship’s cat, in our Animals Aboard sessions. Learn why 
Simon was awarded the Dickin Medal for ‘behaviour of the highest order’. Then spot Simon’s 
remarkable story in the exhibition. 
 
 
What a Performance: All Aboard 
Saturdays (8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th) January 
11.15am, 12.15pm, 2.15pm, 3.15pm 
Main Exhibition Space. 
See one of our special, family friendly performances, dramatising stories of bravery, 
adventure and endurance at sea. Hear the tale of a pioneering submariner character from 
the First World War, follow the dramatic evacuation of soldiers at Dunkirk, listen to the tale of 
a plucky female shipbuilder or meet an inspired female civilian character as she plans to sign 
up for the Women’s Royal Naval Service. 
 
 
A Closer Look: War at Sea (Ideal for ages 14+)* 
Tuesdays (4th, 11th, 18th), Wednesdays (5th, 12th, 19th), Thursdays (6th, 13th, 20th) and 
Fridays (7th, 14th, 21st) January 
2.15pm. Meet at the Tour Point in the foyer. 
To coincide with our special exhibition, All Aboard: Stories of War at Sea, join us for a walk 
and talk around our exhibition spaces to discover intriguing artefacts and personal stories 
from the war at sea, including that of Signaller Farmer, one of only two survivors from the 
HMS Infatigable that was sunk at the Battle of Jutland. 
 
*The session on Sunday 2nd January includes a special naval handling session 
 
 

WATERWAY DISPLAY TO MARK THE TWENTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE GULF WAR 1990 - 1991 
 
THE GULF WAR 1990 - 1991: PHOTOGRAPHS BY  
JOHN KEANE 
Until 13th February 2011  

Marking twenty years since the Gulf War 1990 - 1991, Imperial War Museum North presents 
a small but powerful display of photographs taken by renowned artist John Keane. 
Accompanied by quotes from an interview with Keane, this display gives a unique glimpse 
into the conflict, sparked by the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990.  
 
These images stand alone as an eye-witness record of the build up and aftermath of the 
conflict. But they were also used as inspiration for Keane’s paintings of the Gulf War, giving 
us an insight into Keane’s creative processes as an artist.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



EXTERNAL SPACES DISPLAY 
TYNESIDE SHIPYARDS, 1943: PHOTOGRAPHS BY CECIL 
BEATON 
External Spaces until July 2011  
 
30 years after the death of photographer Cecil Beaton, Imperial War Museum North is 

displaying some of his most iconic Second World War shipyard images in huge 5m high 
frames outside the Museum on The Quays in Manchester. 

The series of six photographs give a powerful insight into British shipbuilding industry during 
the Second World War. Highlights of the display include a female welder in Tyneside, 
standing proudly in front of an enormous, half built vessel. Alongside two imposing images of 
ships under construction is the evocative photograph of a young boy, hard at work with 
ripped clothes and a face blackened by dirt. 

Beaton’s images will be displayed in unique, large scale frames in front of Imperial War 
Museum North, at The Quays on the Manchester Ship Canal.  Although no longer a working 
port, in the Second World War, the Quays, then the Port of Manchester, was a busy hub for 
merchant ships bringing in their vital cargoes from overseas.  

 
 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES & OBJECT HANDLING SESSIONS 

 
Visitors of all ages can get involved through workshops, children’s tours and activities. 
 
Unless otherwise stated activities are free, drop-in sessions (places may be limited on the 
day). Activities are suitable for ages 5+ unless otherwise stated. An adult must accompany 
children under 12 at all times. 
 
See under All Aboard: Stories of War at Sea for Shipshape Saturdays, Animals 
Aboard and What a Performance: All Aboard.  
 
Open Studio Sessions: The Blitz 
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd January, 1-4pm 
Learning Studio 
Join us in our family friendly Learning Studio and meet our charming rag doll character Billy. 
Discover his tale of evacuation and take part in a range of ‘make do and mend’ themed craft 
activities including the chance to decorate your own yoyo toy to take home and keep. Get 
hands on with Second World War artefacts to learn about life on the home front during the 
Second World War.   
 
 
Billy’s War (Ideal for ages 4 – 10) 
Sundays 2nd and 30th January, 11.30am 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
This lively and engaging session uses a range of visual materials, sound and replica objects 
to tell the captivating story of a young boy from Salford who was evacuated to the 
countryside during the Second World War. Led by a member of our friendly staff, families 
will follow the story of Billy (a charming rag doll character) and learn about life on the home 
front during the Second World War. 
 



 
Oskar’s Journey (ideal for ages 4 – 10) 
Sundays 9th and 23rd January at 11.30am  
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet  
Meet our charming cat puppet character Oskar and discover his tale of adventure on a 
journey across a divided city as he seeks out a friend on the other side of the Berlin Wall. 
The session uses puppets, multi-sensory resources including sounds and smells, and object 
handling including the chance to see a real piece of the Berlin Wall. 
 
 
Animals and War (ideal for ages 4 – 10) 
Sunday 16th January at 11.30am 
Meet underneath the Harrier Jump Jet 
Meet a host of puppet characters including Voytek the bear, Spitfire the horse and more 
dogs than you can shake a stick at! Hear their heroic and heart-warming tales of wartime 
animal bravery. 
 
 
Hotspots 
Sundays (9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th) January. Please see Daily Events sheet for details 
Lively sessions using a range of art and craft materials to help you make your own unique 
souvenir. 
 
 
TimeStack Handling Sessions* 
Main Exhibition Space  
Sundays to Friday at 12.30pm and 3.30pm 
Saturdays at 12.30pm ONLY 
A great opportunity to get hands-on with objects from Imperial War Museum’s collection in 
these themed 20-minute object-handling sessions. Join a member of staff for an opportunity 
to discover the stories behind the artefacts. 
 
*BSL signed at 3.30pm on Sunday 30th January 
*Between 22nd and 31st January all TimeStacks will be Holocaust themed to mark 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
 
 
 
 

FREE THEMED TOURS  
 
Activities and tours take place every day – great for those wanting an introduction to the 
Museum, or to find out more. 

 
A Closer Look – Personal Stories 
Mondays (3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) January at 2.15pm.  
Meet at the Tour Point in the foyer. 
Join us for a walk and talk around the Main Exhibition Space to find out more about some of 
the personal stories in our collections. These stories will include that of Oliver Philpott whose 
handmade compass, used to help him escape from Stalag Luft III during the Second World 
War, is on display and forms part of the BBC’s A History of the World project.  

 

 

 



Introducing the Museum* 
Daily 1.30pm. Meet at the Tour Point in the foyer. 
A guide to the themes, history and design of the Museum suggesting ways of navigating this 
fascinating building and its varied displays. 
 
*BSL signed on Sunday 30th January 
 


