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Dear God Almighty, remember the six million Jews who gave their last breath in gas 

chambers, who were massacred, suffocated, burnt alive, tortured, beaten or left to freeze to 

death. Right before the eyes of the world who watched them in silence, this was an attempt to 

annihilate an entire people only and solely because of their identity.  

 

The master of the universe, open the hearts of the fanatics, who kill the humans you created, 

in order to gain power. Teach them that love for God is not possible before one loves human 

beings and that no faith and teaching can surpass your commandment: “Thou shall not kill”. 

 

God, let the ashes of the children cremated in Auschwitz, rivers of blood spilt in Babiyar and 

Majdanek be the proof for humanity that hatred is destructive, cruelty is infectious and there 

is an instinct of infinite cruelty inside Man as well as a warning for tomorrows.  

 

Adressing the guests and Holocaust survivors Mr. Lazar Ruso, Mr. Luis Bahar, Mr. Albert 

Saul  

 

I would like to thank you on behalf of the Turkish Jewish Community for observing with us 

the “27 January Jewish Holocaust Remembrance Day”, which is held to help humanity face 

its dark past and to make sure that such mass murders are never repeated. 

 

“Jewish Genocide”; or as it’s more widely known, the Holocaust”: 

 

One of its kind; bludgeoning all values that make us human, destroying anything and 

everything that is civilized; it is the pinnacle of marginalization of the other, of 

discrimination, of the hysteria of destruction of racism. 

 

These characteristics make the Holocaust a disgrace that weighs in the conscience of not only 

of the Jewish people but also for the entire humanity. Making sure that a similar massacre, 

barbarity shall never take place in the world should be a common undertaking by the 

humanity.  

 

Esteemed Guests,  

 

The goal of the “Holocaust Memorial Day” ceremonies is to tell the society, and particularly 

to the younger generations, about the horrors of the period from 1939 to 1945 to warn them so 

that similar pains shall not be experienced in the future and to create the necessary sensitivity.  

Six million Jews lost their lives in the Holocaust. A quarter of this number, or 1.5 million, 

were children.  

 

The most effective way of showing the due respect for the souls of 6 million Jews and 

millions of other victims is to educate the younger generations and raise awareness among 

them in order to spare humanity from similar disasters in the future.  

 

A great majority of the members of the Jewish faith personally feel deep within the pain 

suffered by the victims of the Holocaust. This pain also lays a great burden on us.  And this is 

the responsibility of drawing attention to the dangers of spreading, whether consciously or 



unconsciously, feelings of hatred and taking one’s place at the forefront to raise awareness on 

the matter.  

 

Concentration camps were actually built not with bricks but with seeds of hatred.  

 

The only assurance for humanity of the transformation of the “never again” principle from a 

wish into reality is raising awareness among the masses and education.  

 

And that’s why observing the 27 January International Holocaust Remembrance Day, which 

was adopted by the United Nations, is a bitter yet just as important a duty to perform. It is our 

duty as human beings to ensure that this unequalled atrocity, some of the evidence, victims 

and perpetrators of which are still alive today, is never forgotten, and to prevent its denial in 

every possible way. Denying the Holocaust is to open the path to new ones and to assume the 

responsibility of these.  

 

However, we have also witnessed, albeit rarely, actions, attitudes in the face of adversity that 

have made us proud and brought a sense of relief into our hearts in the name of humanity in 

this dark and painful episode in history:  

 

We owe it to the real heroes who ran the risk of losing their jobs and even their families and 

lives to exhibit the extraordinary examples of humane resistance and saved lives for which 

their names are remembered among the “Righteous Among Nations”, including sources of 

pride for country such as Selahattin Ülkümen, Necdet Kent and the esteemed diplomats of our 

Foreign Service, to remember them with heartfelt respect, gratitude and wish that their souls 

will rest in peace, and respectfully bow before their memory.  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

The day is not a day of weeping, but of creating peace, fellowship and love for humanity 

through hope for the future by never forgetting and never letting others forget, ignore, 

underestimate and finally, deny the past.  

 

As we say “never again”; we must work together in order to create sensitivity to this end.  

Gratitude and thanks…  

 

I would like to once again offer my heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you for attending 

this memorial service and greet you respectfully. 

 


