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Holocaust Memorial Day 27:th of January 2011 

The Living History Forum is appointed by the Swedish Government to commemorate the 

National Holocaust Memorial Day on the 27:th of January. This includes both arranging an 

official ceremony in Stockholm and supporting other events around the country.  

The official ceremony is held annually since 2004 as an outdoor manifestation at the Raoul 

Wallenberg Square in central Stockholm. From 12 noon to 7 PM the entire square is lit up by 

1 000 burning candles of memory and an exhibition is on display. This years´ exhibition, On this 

Site Stockholm,  portrayed ten historical events and sites in Stockholm connected to WWII and 

the Holocaust. 

The official ceremony takes place at 4 PM in the presence of Holocaust survivors, members of 

Parliament, foreign Ambassadors, students and the public. Key note speaker this year was the 

Swedish Minister of European Affairs, Mrs. Birgitta Ohlsson, who is also Minister of 

Democracy. Mr. Eskil Franck, Director of the Living History Forum held the opening speech. 

Every year, The Living History Forum also arranges a ceremony in cooperation with the 

Swedish Parliament. Members of Parliament gathered with specially invited VIP guests and 

Holocaust survivors in the Parliament at 11.30 AM. The Speaker of the Parliament, Mr. Per 

Westerberg, opened the ceremony, Mrs. Hédi Fried, Holocaust Survivor was this years´ Key 

note speaker and Mr. Christer Mattsson represented the Living History Forum by giving a 

speech.  

Through the Living History Forums´ national network for the Holocaust Memorial Day, some 

70 events took place around Sweden. As well big cities as Gothenburg and Malmo, as smaller 

towns from north to south, arranged a wide variety of ceremonies and programs for the public. 

The Living History Forum also produces or translates and adapts educational material specially 

designed for the Memorial Day and distributes this to Swedish schools, a new material is 

launched every year. This years´ material focuses on Antisemitism, and has been translated and 

adapted in cooperation with The Swedish Committee against Antisemitism. It is originally a 

production made by Anne Frank House and OSCE/ODIHR. 7 000 copies were ordered by 

Swedish educators within one week. 
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