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The Holocaust Memorial Day in Kristiansand 27. January 2012
For the seventh time, Kristiansand is the scene of a comprehensive 
educational event on the Holocaust Memorial Day 27. January 2012. 
More than 600 pupils from the local lower secondary schools take part 
in a full day event in the city center. 

The opening session for all 600 pupils consists of an appeal by Trond 
Blattmann, the father of an Utoya massacre (July 22nd) victim, a story 
told by Mona Levin about a Jewish family fleeing from persecution, and 
a short theatre play called Kuan Yin, which deals with the existential 
questions of survival and being alive. 

After lunch the pupils visit several educational stands. One of the stands 
is the film “Napola” on the elite cult of Hitler, and in four more stands 

the topics of Holocaust, prejudice and human rights are presented in various ways by the organizations and 
institutions the Red Cross, the United Nations Association of Norway, the Living History Forum, Stockholm, 
and Stiftelsen Arkivet, Kristiansand. 

Mona Levin

Jewish Museum Trondheim
In the city of Trondheim, the Jewish Museum will arrange 
a memorial event at the monument commemorating Cissi 
Klein, a 13 year old girl murdered in Auschwitz-Birkenau 
in 1943. The observance will be followed by a lecture on the 
topic of Norwegian SS Volunteers on the Eastern Front. The 
arrangement will take place in the Jewish Synagogue.  

Cissi Klein monument, Trondheim created by Tone Ek and 
Tore Bjørn Skjølsvik.



The International Holocaust Remembrance Day - Oslo
The Norwegian Center for Studies of the Holocaust and Religious Minorities (the HL-Center) will arrange 
a commemorative event at the quayside from where the Norwegian Jews were handed over to the SS by 

Norwegian police officers and brutally forced into the 
ships for deportation to Auschwitz and extermination. 
Representatives of the Norwegian government, the Jewish 
community, former political prisoners and the Roma 
people will address the meeting.
The HL-Center also publishes new teaching material 
every year to help teachers address and commemorate the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. Pedagogical 
staff from the Center will lecture at the school Oslo 
Handelsgymnasium.

The Benjamin Prize is presented every year on the 
27th of January to a school that has a well founded and 
comprehensive work against racism and discrimination. 
The award is dedicated to the memory of Benjamin 

Hermansen, who was murdered at the age of 15, late in the evening of January 26 2001. The murder was 
racially motivated and committed by neo-Nazis. In 2012 the winner of the prize is Karuss School, in the town 
of Kristiansand in the south of Norway. Founded in 2002 the school has worked steadfastly and consciously to 
increase tolerance and foster a school environment free of racial and other forms of harassment. 

The monument by Antony Gormley at the quayside, Oslo

The Falstad Centre
The observance of the Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2012 at the Falstad Centre will be held 
in cooperation with Sund Folk College. The 
event consists of an educational programme 
during the day and an official arrangement in 
the evening. The educational programme will 
be initiated with a lecture on the Holocaust 
and the history of the former SS Camp Falstad. 
Then the students will be able to choose 
between different workshops, lasting 2,5 hours 
each. Through working on photo, film, forum 
theater, art, themed meetings, creative writing, 
journalistic activities, stories from the Falstad 
archive or in a choir, the students will get the 

opportunity to express their own reflections and 
opinions about the topic of the day by engaging in practical and creative activities. Their expressions will be 
made available to guests, the local community and others through mini-exhibitions and programme posts 
inside the centre and in the outdoor surroundings. The evening arrangement will be initiated with an appeal 
by the author Dag Skogheim and musical performances in the courtyard of the Falstad Centre, followed by 
presentations of the finalized workshops. The event ends with a walk of contemplation to the Falstad forest, 
the former site of executions. In the forest, today a public war grave site, there will be an artistic performance, 
a student appeal and the reading of a story from the Falstad archive. 
 
The activities will be presented at www.holocaustdagen.blogspot.com. The event is organized by the Falstad 
Centre and Sund Folk College.

Students studying prisoners cards at The Falstad Centre.


