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23.1.11 
 

Yad Vashem YouTube Channel in Farsi Launched  
In advance of International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

 
(January 23, 2011 - Jerusalem)  Yad Vashem launched a YouTube Channel in Farsi, as 
well as an expanded version of its Farsi website today, January 23, 2011.   
 
The Farsi YouTube <http://www.youtube.com/user/yadvashemfarsi> channel 
contains survivor testimonies, archival footage, and mini-lectures by Holocaust 
historians on topics such as contemporary antisemitism, and what makes the Holocaust a 
unique historical event. The comprehensive new website 
<http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/fa/index.asp> includes a chronological and 
thematic narrative about the Holocaust with related video, photos, documents and 
artifacts; frequently asked questions about the Holocaust; a lexicon of terms; online 
exhibitions including a multimedia presentation of the Auschwitz Album in Farsi; and 
stories of Righteous Among the Nations.   The website was translated by Prof. David 

Yerushalmi, of the Center for Iranian Studies, Tel Aviv University.   
 
Addressing viewers in remarks taped for the launch and that now appear on the 
YouTube channel, President Shimon Peres encouraged people to visit the site:   “History 
is rich in events, but there is one event that is exceptional, which is a watershed.  That is 
the Holocaust.  When a cultured nation in an organized manner killed 6 million people 
because they were Jews, including a million and a half babies and children.  What we 
suggest is that each of you will see the material, which is based on records and on 
photos, to understand what happened, and also to be able to tell your own children to 
beware, not to let history fall again to such a depth, to such shame,” he said.   
 
“One of our primary goals is to make credible information about the Holocaust 
accessible to as wide an audience as possible,” said Avner Shalev, Chairman of Yad 
Vashem. “Today, when there is so much disinformation and distortion easily available 
online, we provide an alternative to anyone who is interested in the truth.”  
 
Yaacov (Jacki) Handeli, a survivor of Auschwitz whose testimony is included in the site 
and YouTube Channel said, “I’m very moved that my testimony and that of other 
Holocaust survivors has been translated into Farsi and are on the Yad Vashem website.  I 
see great importance in that Farsi speakers will be able to visit the site, to read and hear 
about the Holocaust in their own language.  Holocaust denial in many countries exists, 



and that is why it is important that people will see us, the Holocaust survivors, and listen 
to our testimony, and learn about the events of the Holocaust - also in Farsi.” 
 
Yad Vashems website <http://www.yadvashem.org/> and YouTube Channel are 
currently available in English, Hebrew, Arabic, Russian, Spanish and Farsi.    
 
The Farsi YouTube Channel and expanded Farsi website were made possible with the 
generous support of Greg Rosshandler and family, Australia.   
 
[And for extra interest, here is the press from Reuters and Al-Arabiya- JJK] 
 
  
24.1.11 
 
“Mu-zika” concert to be held in Ashdod, Israel, inaugurating this year’s “Mu-zika” 
project, in which Israeli teenagers compose music to texts from the Holocaust period, 
such as last letters and testaments.   
 
The event is produced by Yad Vashem’s International School for Holocaust Studies, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Information and Diaspora. 
 

 
26.1.11 

 International Holocaust Remembrance Day is marked in the Knesset (Israeli 
Parliament)  

 

 Yad Vashem and Google Israel will hold a press conference in Tel Aviv to 
announce a unique collaboration, which enables surfing vital historical data. 
Speakers: Avner Shalev, Chairman, Yad Vashem; Prof. Yossi Matias, Managing 
Director, Israel R&D Center, Google 
  

 
27.1.11 
 

 “I Remember”- Virtual event on Yad Vashem’s Facebook page: When you agree to 
attend Yad Vashem's "I Remember" event, your name and Facebook profile 
picture will automatically be connected to the name of a Holocaust victim on our 
Remembrance Wall. 

 
Event link: http://www.facebook.com/yadvashem#!/event.php?eid=146162182109323 

  
Yad Vashem Official Publicity for the event: 

Join Yad Vashem and our Facebook fans for a unique virtual event the week of 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. At a special Facebook event - the “Yad 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110123/wr_nm/us_israel_holocaust_iran/print%5b1/24/2011%2010:48:55%20AM%5d
http://www.alarabiya.net/save_print.php?print=1&cont_id=134719%5b1/24/2011%2010:51:17%20AM%5d
http://www.facebook.com/yadvashem#!/event.php?eid=146162182109323


Vashem I Remember Wall” you can personally remember one of the six million by being 
matched with a name from the Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names. The event 
will be open through January 30, 2011.  

Dana Porath, content manager of  www.yadvashem.org said, "Yad Vashem sees the 
creation of the "I Remember" Wall Event as an unparalleled opportunity for Facebook 
users to participate in a commemorative project in a relevant way. It is an excellent 
platform for engaging new audiences, familiarizing them with our message and creating 
possibilities for further communication and involvement."  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/yadvashem  
 
 

 “The Future of the Past” – special gathering of the “Generation to Generation – 
Bearers of the Holocaust and Heroism Legacy” organization at Beit Hatfutsot, Tel 
Aviv 

 

 Opening of the exhibition “Besa: A Code of Honor – Muslim Albanians who 
Rescued Jews during the Holocaust” in Arabic and Hebrew, at the Arts Center, 
Givat Haviva 

 

 Opening of the 2011 “Postcard” competition for advanced graphic design students 
at the Neri Bloomfield Wizo Academy of Design and Education, Haifa.  The 
competition is an annual educational initiative in cooperation with Yad Vashem’s 
International School for Holocaust Studies.  The postcards will provide a basis for 
age-appropriate activities, developed by Yad Vashem staff, that can be 
implemented in both formal as well as informal educational settings.   

http://www.yadvashem.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/yadvashem

