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 Acting upon the Resolution on Establishing the International Holocaust Victims` 

Remembrance Day, adopted on November 1
st
, 2005 by the United Nations General Assembly, 

the Government of the Republic of Serbia, in cooperation with the Federation of the Jewish 

Communities of Serbia and numerous educational, artistic and scientific institutions and 

NGOs organized press conferences, commemorative ceremonies as well as different 

educational and artistic public events.     

 On the occasion of marking the International Holocaust Victim’s Remembrance Day 

2010, the highest officials of the Republic of Serbia attended the central state commemorative 

ceremony organized by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy of the Republic of Serbia 

and the Federation of the Jewish Communities of Serbia.  

The central state commemorative ceremony was held on January 27
th

, 2010, on the 

grounds of the Memorial Complex Staro sajmište in Belgrade (Staro sajmište is the site of the 

former Nazi concentration camp for Jews). 

This central state commemorative event was attended by: His Excellency Mr. Boris 

Tadić, President of the Republic of Serbia, Ambassadors of the State of Israel and Germany 

to the Republic of Serbia, the OSCE Ambassador to the Republic of Serbia, the United 

Nations Resident Coordinator to the Republic of Serbia representatives of the Ministry of 

Labour and Social Policy, Ministry of Culture, City of Belgrade, Federation of the Jewish 

Communities of Serbia, Holocaust survivors, participants of WWII, relatives and descendants 

of the Holocaust victims as well as citizens of Belgrade. 

 In his Address to the officials and public attending the state commemorative 

ceremony, His Excellency Mr. Boris Tadić, President of the Republic of Serbia, pointed 

out that ``animosity towards ethnic, national, religious or political differences is unacceptable 

in Serbia``. 
 



 
 

President of the Republic of Serbia H.E. Mr. Boris Tadic pays respect to the Holocaust victims 

 

 

 

President Tadic said that no prejudices used to justify them and make them deeper 

cannot harm our belief that our human dignity is above all that, that we can recognise 

ourselves in others and the possibility to enrich our potential of human and humane qualities.  

The Serbian President recalled that he has always advocated that the Jewish 

community, as well as other communities in Serbia, should feel as full fledged members of 

the society and added that he will always support those whose ethnic, cultural, religious and 

human identity is jeopardised.  

``We are witnessing the efforts to forget the tragic events of the Holocaust, to revise 

the history of Nazi crimes, to renew the ideologies of animosities, racism and chauvinism, of 

ethnic, religious and other fanaticism. That cannot and must not happen in Serbia,`` the 

President warned.  

He added that Serbia will do everything to preserve and protect historical monuments 

and renew memorial places of the Holocaust.  

``We are working seriously to develop educational programmes about the Holocaust in 

our education system and participate in international research projects in order to mark the 

memory of victims of the Holocaust,`` the President said. 

``I expect that the authorities of Belgrade and Serbia will mark and protect all places 

of Jewish suffering in our country``, concluded President Tadic. 

The Israeli Ambassador H.E. Mr. Arthur Koll said that the memory of the Holocaust 

must be kept in order to avoid the prevalence of racism, prejudice and hatred again. He stated 

that Serbia will become full member of the working group in the field of education, 

remembrance and research of the Holocaust. 

``In 2005, 60 years after the end of the 2
nd

 world war, the United Nations` General 

assembly designated January 27 as the international day of commemoration to honor the 

victims of the Nazi era. This international Holocaust Memorial day is a time for reflection, in 

which we remember the victims of the Holocaust, and contemplate what may happen if and 

when racism, prejudice and hatred are left unchecked. By adopting this day, the United 

Nations not only asked all member states to study and remember this dark stain in the human 

history, but is also recognizing that genocide can happen again – anywhere and at any time – 

unless we make sure that discrimination, persecution and racism are opposed everywhere and 

anytime they appear. 



To raise such awareness, the ITF – the International Task Force for Holocaust Education, 

Remembrance and Research – was established 10 years ago. To date, there are already 27 

member states committed to the fight against genocide, ethnic cleansing, racism, anti-

Semitism and xenophobia. Last year, Serbia became a liaison member and I am hopeful that 

in 2010, Serbia will become a full and active member``, pointed out the Ambassador. 

``I am certain that Serbia becoming a full member of the ITF is important both to this 

group of nations, as well as to Serbia itself and to its society``, concluded the Ambassador.  

 

Serbian Minister of Culture Nebojsa Bradic will represent Serbia at the central 

international commemorative event to mark the 65th anniversary of the liberation of 

Auschwitz in Poland today. 

 

 On the same occasion, on the sites of former Nazi death camps, extermination or 

historical sites, similar commemorative events were organized in several Serbian towns such 

as Novi Sad, Subotica, Zrenjanin, Sombor, Kikinda, Zemun. 

 

All primary and secondary schools in the Republic of Serbia held memorial classes on 

January 26
th

 2010. According to the information provided by the Ministry of Education, 

almost 1.800 primary and secondary schools in the Republic of Serbia with more than 

800,000 pupils organized memorial classes dedicated to the memory of the WWII 

Holocaust victims. Among the many activities, this one proved to be the most important 

and the most significant. 

 

All events, programmes and ceremonies had significant media coverage, reflecting 

continued, major interest of an overwhelming number of electronic and print media in the 

Republic of Serbia for the topics dealing with Holocaust education, remembrance and 

research. Numerous articles, stories and special TV and radio programmes contributed to the 

fact that the majority of people of the Republic Serbia once again got the opportunity to recall 

all the horrors of Holocaust as well as of the suffering of Jews during WWII. 

 

Please, find enclosed the State Program for the Observance of the International 

Holocaust Victims` Remembrance Day. 
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STATE PROGRAM FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

HOLOCAUST VICTIMS` REMBEMBERANCE DAY 

 

 

 

1. A school class devoted entirely to the Holocaust, concentration camps, mass 

executions of civilians, intolerance, anti-Semitism and xenophobia. 

Place: all elementary and secondary schools across the Republic of Serbia 

Date and time: 26 January 2010 

 

 

 2. Presentation: “The principles and methods for protection of the places of execution 

in the Second World War demonstrated on the example of protection measures undertaken at 

the Jewish cemetery on Ledine and Memorial Park Jajinci in Belgrade. 

Author: Aleksandra Fulgosi, Assistant Director of the Belgrade City Institute for the 

Protection of Cultural Monuments; Zoran Tucic,  Belgrade City Institute for the Protection of 

Cultural Monuments 

 Place:  Belgrade City Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments 

 Date and time: 26 January 2010, at 12.00 

 

 

 3. Promotion: Thematic issue of the Yearbook published by the Museum of Victims 

of Genocide “Contributions to the research of the crime of genocide and war crimes” 

 Speakers: authors and editors 

 Place: Institute of Contemporary History and the Institute of Modern History of Serbia 

 Date and time: 26 January 2010 at 2.00 p.m. 

 

 

 4. Central State ceremony: International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

Place: Monument to the victims of genocide in the Second World War (Staro sajmiste, 

Belgrade) 

 Date and time: 27 January 2010 at 11.00 a.m. 

 Program: religious service, wreath-laying, statement by a State official, art program 

 Participants: high-ranking State officials, members of the diplomatic corps, 

representatives of international organizations, officials of the City of Belgrade and of the 

Municipality of Novi Beograd, holocaust survivors and their families, former inmates of  

death camps in WWII, Rabi Isak Asiel, representatives of the Alliance of Jewish 

Municipalities in Serbia, cultural, scientific and education institutions, media. 

 

 



 5. Opening of the exhibition: “Alliance of Jewish Municipalities from 1919-2009 – 

from the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes through the Republic of Serbia”. 

 6. Premiere screening of documentary “Ninetieth anniversary of the Alliance of 

Jewish Municipalities in Serbia” 

Place: Cultural Center “Stari grad” (Belgrade, Kapetan Misina 6a) 

 Date and time: 27 January 2010, at 1.00 p.m. 

  

 

 7. Wreath-laying ceremony – in memory of the Jews killed in Jajinci 

 Place: Memorial Park Jajinci 

 Date and time: 27 January 2010, at 3.30 p.m. 

 

 

 8. Book promotion: Jasa Almuli “Jews and Serbs in Jasenovac” 

 Publisher: JP “Sluzbeni glasnik”, Belgrade 

 Place: small auditorium in the Foundation of Ilija Kolarac, Belgrade 

 Date and time: 27 January 2010, at 6.00 p.m. 

 Participants: Prof. Ilija Vujacic, PhD (dean of the Faculty of Political Sciences, 

University of Belgrade), Prof. Zika Bujuklic PhD (deputy dean of the Faculty of Law, 

University of Belgrade), Milan Koljanin, PhD (research associate in the Institute for 

Contemporary History) and Jovan Mirkovic (senior  curator in the Museum of  Victims of 

Genocide). 

 

 


