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23 June 2020 

Fact Sheet: Working Definition of Antisemitism 

On 26 May 2016 in Bucharest, the Plenary of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 

(IHRA) adopted a non-legally binding working definition of antisemitism under the Romanian 

Chairmanship. 

1. Antisemitism has led the international community to take a number of steps in recent years: in 

2004 the OSCE issued the Berlin Declaration and appointed a Personal Representative on 

Combatting Antisemitism; in Dec 2015 the European Commission appointed the first Coordinator 

on Combatting Antisemitism. 

2.  The IHRA is the only intergovernmental organization mandated to focus solely on Holocaust-

related issues, and accordingly has the responsibility to deal with the issue of antisemitism as it is 

directly embedded in the organization’s founding document, the Stockholm Declaration.  

3. The IHRA Plenary consists of 34 Member Countries – 25 of which are EU member countries.  

4. The IHRA is the first intergovernmental body to adopt this working definition.  

5.  The recommendation that the IHRA adopt the working definition came from the experts of 

IHRA’s Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial.  

6. The working definition of antisemitism aims to guide the IHRA in its work and to illustrate how 

antisemitism can manifest itself.  

7. The adopted working definition of antisemitism is based on a definition first published by the 

European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) in 2005, now the Fundamental 

Rights Agency. 

8. The working definition of antisemitism has also been used, for example, by the European 

Parliament Working Group on Antisemitism, the UK’s College of Policing and in police training 

in Estonia. 

9. The Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating Antisemitism call for adoption of the working 

definition in their London and Ottawa protocols. 

10. To date, the working definition has been adopted or endorsed by the following governments 

and bodies: the United Kingdom (12 December 2016), Israel (22 January 2017), Austria (25 April 

2017),  Romania (25 May 2017), Germany (20 September 2017), Bulgaria (18 October 2017), 

Belgium (14 December 2018), Slovenia (20 December 2018), Sweden (27 January 2018), Lithuania 

(24 January 2018), the Republic of North Macedonia (6 March 2018), the Netherlands (27 

https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/sites/default/files/press_release_document_antisemitism.pdf
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/stockholm-declaration
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/countries-and-membership
https://antisemitism.org.il/en/london-declaration-combating-antisemitism/
https://antisemitism.org.il/en/ottawa-protocol/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-leads-the-way-in-tackling-anti-semitism
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/IsraelExperience/History/Pages/January-27-The-world-marks-International-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day.aspx
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/-/beschlussprotokoll-des-40-ministerrates-vom-25-april-2017
http://www.nineoclock.ro/romania-pledges-to-apply-anti-semitism-working-definition/
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/kurzmeldungen/DE/2017/09/definition-antisemitismus.html
https://www.bulgaria-embassy.org/en/antisemitism/
https://www.senate.be/www/?MIval=/dossier&LEG=6&NR=437&LANG=fr
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Submissions/SLOVENIA_OfficialResponse.pdf
https://www.regeringen.se/debattartiklar/2018/01/nu-starker-vi-kampen-mot-hatbrott-och-antisemitism/
https://ministraspirmininkas.lrv.lt/en/news/lithuania-to-apply-the-uniform-working-definition-of-antisemitism
https://ministraspirmininkas.lrv.lt/en/news/lithuania-to-apply-the-uniform-working-definition-of-antisemitism
https://vlada.mk/node/14238
https://www.tweedekamer.nl/kamerstukken/detail?id=2018Z22018&did=2018D56273
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November 2018), Slovakia (28 November 2018), Republic of Moldova (18 January 2019), Czech 

Republic (25 January 2019), Hungary (18 February 2019), Canada (27 June 2019), Luxembourg (10 

July 2019), Greece (8 November 2019), France (3 December 2019), Cyprus (18 December 2019), 

Italy (17 January 2020), Sweden (21 January 2020), Uruguay (27 January 2020), Serbia (27 February 

2020), Argentina (4 June 2020).  

11. In May 2016, the US State Department began using the working definition: “As a member of 

IHRA, the United States now uses this working definition and has encouraged other governments 

and international organizations to use it as well.”  The working definition has also been adopted 

for domestic use by the US Department of Education. 

12. The Government of Canada states that it “strongly supports the working definition of 

antisemitism.” 

13. On 1 June 2017, the European Parliament voted to adopt a resolution calling on member states 

and their institutions to adopt and apply the working definition of antisemitism. 

14. In June 2017 the Scottish Government formally adopted the working definition of 

antisemitism. 

15. In September 2018, the UN Secretary-General António Guterres acknowledged “the efforts of 

the 31 member countries of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance to agree on a 

common definition of antisemitism.” 

16. On 17 September 2019 the Government of Jersey adopted the working definition. 

17. On 17 January 2020, Chelsea FC and West Ham United adopted the working definition. Crystal 

Palace FC, AFC Bournemouth, Burnley FC, and Brighton & Hove Albion FC also pledged to use 

the working definition in their working practices.   

https://www.nrsr.sk/web/Default.aspx?sid=udalosti/udalost&MasterID=54835
https://gov.md/ro/content/condamnarea-antisemitismului-si-promovarea-tolerantei-atentia-executivului
https://www.psp.cz/en/sqw/text/text2.sqw?idd=154253
https://www.psp.cz/en/sqw/text/text2.sqw?idd=154253
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/hungarian-government-to-promote-ihras-working-definition-of-anti-semitism/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/anti-racism-engagement/anti-racism-strategy.html
https://holocaustremembrance.com/sites/default/files/inline-files/201969.pdf
https://primeminister.gr/2019/11/08/22507
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/actualites-accueil-hub/lutte-contre-l-antisemitisme-adoption-d-une-proposition-de-resolution
http://www.mfa.gov.cy/mfa/mfa2016.nsf/All/7BE5D64BFD05219BC22584D40048DABA?OpenDocument
http://www.governo.it/it/articolo/comunicato-stampa-del-consiglio-dei-ministri-n-23/13761
https://www.government.se/opinion-pieces/2020/01/opinion-piece/
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/comunicacion/noticias/0520-recordar-holocausto-combatiendo-antisemitismo
http://www.mfa.gov.rs/sr/index.php/pres-servis/saopstenja/22538-2020-06-01-08-30-18?lang=lat
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/detalleAviso/primera/230279/20200608
https://www.state.gov/defining-anti-semitism/
https://international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/human_rights-droits_homme/freedom_religion-liberte_religion.aspx?lang=eng)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B8-2017-0383&language=EN
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-02128/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sgsm19252.doc.htm
https://www.gov.je/sitecollectiondocuments/government%20and%20administration/min%20council%20of%20ministers%20minutes%2018%20september%202019.pdf
https://www.chelseafc.com/en/news/2020/01/17/frank-lampard-press-conference-pre-newcastle-away
https://www.whufc.com/news/articles/2020/january/17-january/west-ham-united-proud-follow-ihra-definition-antisemitism

