Recent activities (October 2012 - June 2013)

Education	
  
1. October 2012: A seminar for young and senior Greek diplomats entitled
"Never	
  ever	
  be	
  a	
  by-‐stander"	
  was organised in the Greek Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on 5th October 2012. The aim of the seminar was to inform and
educate Greek diplomats, and not only them, on the activities and policy of the
Greek state towards the preservation of the memory of the Holocaust.
2. March 2013: A two-day educative seminar on the teaching of the Holocaust in
secondary schools was organised in Serres (Musical School of Serres) on 1st 2nd March by the Association of Literature Professors of Serres and the
Jewish Community of Thessaloniki and under the auspices of the Municipality
of Serres. Lectures were delivered by specialised academics from all over
Greece.

Remembrance	
  
1. January 2013: Following a decision of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the
Director of the Service of Diplomatic and Historical Archives of the Hellenic
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Head of the Greek Delegation to IHRA Mrs
Photini Tomai-Constantopoulou was named Special Envoy for Holocaust
Issues of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a title given for the first time.
2. March 2013: It was for three consecutive days and with a long series of events
and the participation of big audience at all places that the city of Thessaloniki
honored the memory of its Jews, the largest Sephardic community in Europe,
which was literally annihilated in the camps of Auschwitz-Birkenau. The
choice of the date was not accidental as this year marked the 70th anniversary
since the first train left on March 15, 1943 the old train station of the city
carrying to death the first 2,800 of its Jews. Only a few survived. All the
events had the same title: “Never Again. Thessaloniki-Auschwitz. 70 years
since the departure of the first convoy”. On Friday, March 15, a photo
exhibition, "Thessaloniki, The flower of the Balkans. Between greatness and
the Holocaust", was inaugurated, curated by the Yad Vashem Foundation.

On the next day,
Saturday, March 16, a march of 3,000 citizens headed by the Mayor of the city

Mr. Yiannis Boutaris, paid homage to the memory of the unfortunate victims
of the Nazi atrocities, following the same route from Eleftherias Square, the
concentration point, where Jews were compelled to gather, up to the train

station.
On the evening of the same day,
famous musicians performed Sephardic songs and music in the auditorium of
the Aristotle University during a long concert. Among those who took the
floor before the concert was Professor Steven Katz, academic advisor of
IHRA who underlined the role of education for young generations to keep the

memory of the Holocaust alive.
The next morning, Sunday,
March 17, a memorial service for those who perished in the death camps was
organized in the Monastiriotes Synagogue. Leading figures of the world
Jewry, like Ronald S. Lauder, President of the World Jewish Congress, and
Moshe Kantor, President of the European Jewish Council attended the service.
The Greek government was represented by the Prime Minister himself, who
delivered a keynote speech and sent a strong message to society to combat any

act of violence and racial intolerance.
Other members of the
Cabinet also attended. Speeches were also delivered by the Secretary of the
Macedonia Region, the Mayor of Thessaloniki and the President of the Jewish

Community of Thessaloniki.

The keynote

speaker was the President of the World Jewish Congress, Mr. R. Lauder. The
Ambassadors of the U.S., Israel and Germany attended the ceremonies, as well
as representatives of the diplomatic and consular authorities in Greece.

Research	
  
1. October 2012: A Symposium organised by the Council of Europe and the
University of Thessaloniki under the auspices of the Municipality of
Thessaloniki was held in the city on 17-18th	
  October 2012.
2. April 2013: The Department of Political Science of the University of
Thessaloniki organised on 5th-6th April 2013 a two-day scientific conference
on the occasion of the completion of 70 years since the first transport of the
Greek Jews of Thessaloniki to the Nazi concentration camps of AuschwitzBirkenau, were they were literally annihilated. The conference took place at
the Town Hall of Thessaloniki. Researchers and academics delivered lectures
and new research papers and dissertations on the Holocaust were presented.

	
  

