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H E R I T A G E  O F  W A R



Between 2007 and 2010, 221 projects were awarded a 
grant in the context of the Heritage of War Programme, 
an initiative of the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and 
Sports. The aim was to preserve and provide access to 
important historical material from World War II. 

The preservation of valuable historical material from, and 
about World War II is crucial to enable active reflection 
on this aspect of the past to continue into the future. 
The Heritage of War Programme therefore concentrated 
on organisations that were managing such historical 
materials. 

The grants that were awarded by the programme were 
used to digitise archives, register eye witness accounts 
and make a large number of historical sources digitally 
accessible to the public. As well as focusing attention on 
nationally relevant themes, the programme also covered 
regional and local events, and subjects that had until then 
been less extensively studied. 

National WWII collections

The Heritage of War Programme, together with various 
leading heritage preservation institutes, has set up 
a large number of national online WWII collections 
which are now universally accessible. 
They include websites on which users can carry out 
specific searches for digital scans of Heritage of War 

material which is in the possession of various Dutch 
institutes for the preservation of heritage. The national 
WWII collections that have been built up in this way 
provide access to photographic material, diaries, camp 
sketches, posters, pamphlets, clandestine publications, 
wartime newspapers, Resistance literature, oral 
history, war monuments and audiovisual material.
 
The national WWII collections jointly constitute 
a structure that brings the heritage of World War 
II within reach of private citizens, researchers, 
journalists and other interested parties. All the 
websites are listed on www.tweedewereldoorlog.nl.  

Follow-on

The Heritage of War Programme was a one-off 
initiative, designed to identify and preserve the 
most important heritage material and to preserve 
it for the future. The programme concluded at 
the end of 2010 with a conference, and was also 
internally and externally evaluated. 

Conference

The Dutch government now wishes to share 
the lessons it has learned from this successful 
programme with other countries that hold 
similar material. It is therefore organising a 
one-day conference in partnership with local 
stakeholders in these countries. The conference 
will focus on establishing mutual contacts, 
generating inspiration and promoting close 
cooperation.

Heritage of War Programme

How the Netherlands has preserved  
key historical material


