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Cellist and Holocaust Survivor Mr. Mark Varshavsky
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International Holocaust Remembrance Day
Bern, 28 January 2019
Speech by National Councillor Marina Carobbio Guscetti,
President of the National Council

Mr Erlich, Mr. Rabinowicz, Mr Varshavsky,
Dear Ambassadors,
Ladies and gentlemen,

"When I go to bed and turn off the light, I think of my parents and my little brother who
were all murdered. I have sleepless nights."
For Bronislaw Erlich, to whom we will have the privilege of listening later, it is during
the night that those terrible memories come flooding back, more than 70 years after
the death of his family.
Night is closely associated with the Holocaust, especially in Auschwitz. "I will never
forget that night, that first night in the camp, which turned my life for evermore into one
long night, locked in seven times over," wrote Elie Wiesel in a testimony specifically
entitled "The Night".
The darkness of this 'night' has never ceased to haunt us all to this very day.

In 2005, with the support of Switzerland and others, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted a resolution establishing an international day in memory of the
victims of the Holocaust. The date chosen was 27 January, the day of the liberation of
the Nazi extermination camp in Auschwitz-Birkenau. Auschwitz remains to this day a
symbol of the Holocaust, where more than a million Jews were exterminated, but also
Roma and Sinti, as well as other victims of National Socialism, including from
Switzerland. The Holocaust cannot however be reduced to Auschwitz, or even to the
camps: hundreds of thousands of victims were shot and killed on the plains of Eastern
Europe.
As the leader of the Swiss National Council and representative of the Swiss people, I
would like to express my deepest sympathy to all victims of the Holocaust and their
descendants, as well as my deep respect for the survivors and their families.
A number of Holocaust survivors do us the great honour of being with us tonight: later
on Mr Bronislaw Erlich will speak and Mr Varshavsky will play some music. At the end
of the ceremony, we will have the privilege of seeing an exhibition of works of art by
Mr Fishel Rabinowicz, a survivor of Auschwitz.
Mr Erlich and Mr Rabinowicz, you were born in Poland and came to Switzerland after
the war. You both built your lives here, along with your wives and children.
Today we pay tribute to you, as well as to the Swiss citizens persecuted by the Nazis
and their collaborators, and for a very specific reason: Holocaust remembrance
extends beyond national boundaries. It has a universal dimension and above all
universal significance.
We will never be able to fully lift the shroud of darkness cast by the Holocaust, nor will
we ever recover the millions of lives lost, or erase the horrific images of suffering from
the memories of those who survived. We can however bring some light to this
darkness. Faint light of course, but light nonetheless:
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A light: to speak, as Mr Erlich does today, of the horrors experienced.



A light: to give names and faces to the victims, in defiance of the Nazi policy of
stealing their names and reducing them to numbers.



A light: to study and seek to understand how this tragedy was made possible;
how ordinary people were transformed into the executioners of their fellow
human beings.



A light: to sensitise the younger generation and ensure they become
responsible citizens, so that they remain aware that discrimination can lead to
annihilation.

Ladies and gentlemen,
I could name other examples of light, and you undoubtedly have some of your own.
But I will mention just one more: Mr Rabinowicz.
Through your artistic creativity, you wish to save from oblivion the world of your youth
– the interwar period in Poland where Jewish life and culture flourished. Your works of
art are works of light. They also remind us that what is threatened with extinction or
annihilation is never a majority group or dominant culture, but the Jews, Roma, Sinti
and Yenish in parts of Europe dominated by the Nazis, and the Tutsis in Rwanda in
the 1990s. It is therefore essential that we commit ourselves to protecting minorities
and an uncompromising respect for their rights, now more than ever before. I have
made this a personal priority for my year as president of the National Council.
Mr Rabinowicz, I am very happy to welcome you here today. Locarno, where you have
made your home since 1955, is a town that lies very close to my heart. In fact, this is
the first time that an official remembrance ceremony in Bern for the victims of the
Holocaust has brought together two speakers from the canton of Ticino.
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Ladies and gentlemen,
Regardless of our origins, language and religion, and the boundaries that might
separate us, the same spirit brings us together here today: a shared desire to lighten
the darkness and work together so that such a night never again falls over our lives
and those of our children.
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