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Belgrade –  The Minister of Defence of the Republic of Serbia led, 

with the highest state and military honours, the state ceremony marking the 

Day of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust, Genocide and Other 

Victims of Fascism in the Second World War, 22 April 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 

held at the monument „For the Victims of Genocide in the Second World 

War“ located within the ex- compound of the Nazi death camp “Staro 

Sajmiše” in Novi Beograd. After the ceremony of wreath-laying and honour-

paying, the Minister of Defence addressed the public, after which a short art 

programme was performed.  

The ceremony was attended by the surviving prisoners of the death 

camp, members of the victims’ families, representatives of the Council of 

the Roma National Minority, diplomatic core, associations and citizens.  
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Under Article 5 of the State and Other Holidays in the Republic of Serbia 

Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, 91/11), the Day of 

Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust, Genocide and Other Victims 

in the Second World War . This Memorial Day is dedicated to the Serbs, 

Jews and Roma murdered in the massive and inhuman extermination during 

the Second World War.   

The Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Genocide is commemorated on 

22 April in the memory of 22 April 1945 when a group of inmates interned 

in the Ustasha death camp Jasenovac – Donja Gradina in so called 

Independent State of Croatia revolted and managed to break through.    

The system of extermination camps “Jasenovac” is one of the largest mass 

murder places in the Second World War. Between 1941 and 1945, hundreds 

of civilians, mostly Serbs as well as Jews and Roma were murdered, 

including ten thousands of children (the camp in Jastrebarsko). In addition to 

the death camp in Jasenovac - Donja Gradina, the system of concentration 

camps included a number of localities in the territory of today’s Republic of 

Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The most notorious Nazi camp in the territory of the occupied Serbia was the 

concentration camp at Staro Sajmište in Belgrade, the inmates of which, 

mostly Serbs, Jews and Roma, were victims of mass exterminations from 

1941 to 1944.  

 

 


