
 

 

 

Mr. President,  

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 

I’m honored to be present here, at the beginning of my country’s OSCE Chairmanship 

and to address the OSCE Permanent Council on the topic of the Holocaust, in capacity 

of the Head of the Serbian Delegation (recently appointed) with the International 

Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA).  

On 27 January 2015, 70 years after the liberation of Auschwitz, 31 members and eight 

observer countries of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, together 

with its seven Permanent International Partners, will deliver a common statement to 

mark the 15
th

 anniversary of the Stockholm Declaration and to reaffirm their 

commitment to its principles. By this statement we will collectively reaffirm our 

governments’ strong and unqualified support for the founding document of the 

organisation, the Stockholm Declaration, and the solemn commitments which our 

governments then undertook. 

 

The unprecedented character of the Holocaust will always hold universal meaning for 

us. We are committed to remembering and honouring its victims, to upholding the 

terrible truth of the Holocaust, to standing up against those who distort or deny it and 

to combatting antisemitism, racism and prejudice against the Roma and Sinti.  

We are determined to continue to develop our international cooperation on Holocaust 

education, remembrance and research and the prevention of future genocides. 
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Serbia attaches great importance to Holocaust remembrance and education, in order 

to preserve the memory of the Holocaust and with the aim at preventing anti-Semitic 

violence.  

 

(OSCE level) 

OSCE has been active in combating anti-Semitism since 1990, when Participating 

States first condemned hate speech and violent attacks targeting Jews and Jewish 

institutions. This engagement was further enhanced by the adoption of the Berlin 

Declaration in 2004, where OSCE Participating States condemned all manifestations 

and attacks motivated by anti-Semitism, as well as committed themselves, inter alia, 

to combat hate crimes and to promote remembrance and education about the tragedy 

of the Holocaust.  

Office for Human Rights and Democratic Institutions (ODIHR) has had a prominent 

role in keeping the fight against anti-Semitism high on the OSCE agenda. It has been 

a valuable partner to all OSCE Participating States in raising awareness about 

challenges anti-Semitism poses for democracy and freedom across the OSCE area.  

We wish to commend the work of three Personal Representatives of the Chairmanship 

on tolerance and non-discrimination for their valuable contribution in combating all 

forms of hate crimes and intolerance. Personal Representatives are an important tool 

of the Organization in effectively responding to the dangers of anti-Semitism.    

 

Last November, OSCE commemorated the 10
th

 Anniversary of the Berlin Declaration 

and reaffirmed its determination to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

including the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief. As Minister of  

Foreign Affairs of Serbia H.E. Mr. Ivica Dačić pointed out on that occassion, 

implementation of the OSCE commitments, adopted by different documents and 
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international tools, is an important factor in promoting stability and mutual trust and 

confidence in the OSCE region and beyond. Political leaders bear the greatest 

responsibility in this process, and especially in fighting anti-Semitism. In Mr. Dacic’s 

words: “as (at that moment incoming) the Chair we will be committed to 

OSCE/ODIHR further intensifying the cooperation with all relevant institutions 

within the United Nations, the European Union and the Council of Europe, and other 

relevant governmental and non-governmental institutions as well”.   

 

One of the outcomes of the OSCE Ministerial  Council in December 2014 was the 

Basel Declaration on enhancing efforts to combat anit-Semitism, by which the OSCE 

participating States committed themselves to call on political, religious and civil 

society leaders to engage in open discussions with a view to combating and 

preventing anti-Semitism while fully respecting fundamental freedoms and human 

rights.  

 

(National level) 

1. In respect of the UN GA Res. 60/7 (1 November 2005) and especially as a victim of 

the Nazi regim, the 70
th

 anniversary of the liberation of the death camps in Auschwitz 

will be marked in the Republic of Serbia by a state commemoration ceremony of 

paying the highest state and military honors, wreath laying and addressing of the 

President of the Republic of Serbia Mr. Tomislav Nikolic, to the audience. The 

ceremony will take place at the monument to the victims of genocide in the Second 

World War, in the complex of the former death camp "Staro sajmiste" in New 

Belgrade, on 27 January 2015.          

The commemoration ceremony will be attended by ministers and members of the 

Serbian government, representatives of the National Assembly of the Republic of 
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Serbia, Mayor of the City of Belgrade, the survivors of the Holocaust, the 

representatives of the Association of Jewish Communities of Serbia, the Roma 

communities, the descendants of the victims, as well as representatives of the 

diplomatic corps, numerous associations and citizens.  

 

2. Facing the rising tendency of extremism and fundamentalism in the world, we have 

come to the conclusion that combating all types of extremism and intolerance on 

national as well as on international level should start by remembrance of the past for 

(at least) two reasons – it’s our legacy to future generations, but also a lesson about 

our experiences and their consequences. We find that there is a need for raising public 

awareness of crimes of the Nazi regime in Europe during the WWII. Since education 

starts in school, our first target group was the young generation. Therefore, the 

decision was taken by the Government to include the Holocaust as a topic in the 

Teaching Material on Combating Anti-Semitism. The project is a product of the 

OSCE-ODIHR and Anne Frank House (Amsterdam) joined initiative, and will be 

presented at the end of 2015.  

 

3. Serbia actively participates in preparation of a joint exhibition space within the “ex-

Yugoslav” Pavilion at the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and State Museum. The 

project is seen as one of the most ambitious projects in Holocaust research in Europe 

(aimed at historical reconciliation in the region of the South-East Europe). IHRA has 

a strong interest in the project and values its outstanding demonstration of 

international cooperation. Therefore, current developments in the project were 

discussed during the IHRA Manchester Plenary meetings, held from 1 to 4 December 

2014. IHRA’s Chair Sir Andrew Burns acted as the moderator of the session. The 

project is also supported by the UNESCO’s global initiative ‘Culture: a Bridge to 
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Development’. In parallel, there are ongoing activities in preparations for an 

exhibition on the Auschwitz-Bikrenau Concentration Camp and its victims at the 

Historical Museum of Serbia in Belgrade, in April 2015.   

 

And at last (but not least), I would like to echo S.E. Monsieur Didier Burkhalter’s 

words, ‘Promoting tolerance and combating anti-Semitism - our collective endeavor, 

because it is our common history and our common future’.  

 

Thank you 


