
Press release about events 

dedicated to the 27th of January,  the International Day of Commemorating the victims of the 

Holocaust 

 

 

27th of January is the International Day of Commemoration of the victims of the Holocaust. To 

commemorate this day in Latvia different events are being organized between the 22nd and 29th of 

January 2016, upon the initiative of several Embassies in cooperation with Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of Latvia and other Latvian partners and institutions. The programme includes concerts, 

exhibitions, seminars, conferences and film screenings dedicated to the Holocaust remembrance. 

Most of the events are open to the public and free of charge. 

 

*** 

 

The United Nations General Assembly designated the 27th of January as an annual International Day 

of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust in its "Holocaust Remembrance" 

resolution adopted on 1th of November 2005. It was launched after 60th anniversary of the liberation 

of the concentration camps and the end of the Holocaust. Since 2005, victims of the Holocaust are 

being commemorated all over the world on this day.  

 

It is our common responsibility to learn from and to teach about the past. Commemoration gives the 

opportunity to educate and inculcate future generations with the lessons of the Holocaust in order to 

prevent future acts of genocide.  

 

For the first time this day in Latvia is being marked on a large scale involving many active partners 

united under the common idea to tackle the Holocaust remembrance issues not only through 

political statements, but also through the language of culture and art.  

 

As it is stated in the Declaration of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), the 

intergovernmental forum for Holocaust education, remembrance and research: „Our commitment 

must be to remember the victims who perished, respect the survivors still with us, and reaffirm 

humanity’s common aspiration for mutual understanding and justice”. 

 

The Hungarian Embassy in Riga, holding the Chairmanship of the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance was invited to coordinate among the participating Embassies. 

 

Event organizers: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia, the Embassy of 

Hungary/Hungarian Chairmanship of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), the 

Embassy of Austria, the Embassy of Germany, the Embassy of Italy, the Embassy of Israel, the 

Embassy of Norway, the Embassy of the United States of America, the Representation of the 

European Commission, the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia, the Rezekne City Council, the 

Salaspils Municipality, the Publishing House "Lauku Avīze", the Latvian Foundation. 

 

Deepest gratitude goes for contribution to: the EEA/Norway Grants, the Goethe Institute, the Latvian 

War Museum, the Latvian Jewish Community, the Latvian Music Academy, Zanis Lipke Memorial, the 

Museum “Jews in Latvia”. 

 

The brief summary of some of the events and the leaflet of the programme are attached. 

 

Riga, 14th of January 2016 


