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In 1963 Yugoslavia set up an exhibition in the State Museum Auschwitz-

Birkenau, located on the first floor of the Block 17. In the year 2009 the Yugoslav 

exhibition was closed and the successor states were invited by the State Museum 

Auschwitz – Birkenau to decide how to reorganize the space, or how to divide it. 

(slides 2 – 7) 

Thus, in 2011 the first meeting of the representatives of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia was organized in 

Belgrade – at which it was proposed that the future exhibition in the Auschwitz-

Birkenau State Museum should be created as a joint project. (slide 8) 

A year latter, the new meeting in Belgrade was organized within the 

framework of UNESCO’s global initiative “Culture: a Bridge to Development”. 

Besides the delegations of the six respective countries, the representatives of the five 

international institutions dealing with the Holocaust attended the meeting (The 

Topography of Terror, Shoah Memorial, Holocaust Memorial Museum, State 

Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau and the National Fund for Victims of National 

Socialism from Austria). The participants decided to establish the International 

Steering Committee – the body in charged to coordinate the cooperation between the 

six states. It included the representatives of the Ministries of Culture of each 



respective state and the experts in the fields of Holocaust, history of the Second 

World War and the memory culture. (slide 9) 

At the meeting (unanimously and definitely) was accepted the idea that the 

new exhibition should be created as a joint project. The methodological and 

theoretical reasons were crucial for such a decision. It was not possible to define the 

principle according to which the inmates of the Auschwitz CC could be divided 

between the states. The place of their birth, residence, place of deportation were often 

in three different states. Also, it was considered as unhistorical to impose the new 

identities to the victims according to the present political situation. Furthermore, it 

was stressed that the contemporary museum is an open forum, not the temple, an 

institution providing the open space for the discussions and dialogues. Finally, such a 

decision approved the assurance that the term “balkanization” meaning the constant 

division of the space is behind us. (slide 10) 

The International Steering Committee met four more times in order to compile 

the collected materials (documents, photographs, objects, data) and to exchange 

information dealing with the subject. At the meeting in Skopje the Editorial Board 

was established, in which the representatives of three countries (Croatia, Slovenia and 

Serbia) were elected. The Editorial Board was obliged to produce the draft scenario of 

the future exhibition according to the information on the historical narrative, data and 

objects provided by the experts from six countries. One can conclude that all the 

parties reached the full agreement on the selected materials, facts and numbers. (slides 

11 – 12) 

The Editorial Board compiled the very complex and complicated historical 

data and information and established the detailed analysis concerning the groups of 

inmates and their numbers from the different states. The result was the draft scenario 

of the future exhibition, that put the main focus on the lives and destinies of the 

victims of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp. (slides 13 – 19) 

In accordance to that fact, the Editorial Board decided that the exhibition 

would provide the concise time line with the explanations of the complex history of 

the region. It will present the general information about the history of the Yugoslav 

states and societies – since Yugoslavia existed as the Kingdom of Yugoslavia 

between 1918 and 1945 and as a Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from 1945 



to 1991. The more delicate explanation will be provided considering the Second 

World War when the state was occupied and divided by Germany, Italy, Hungary, 

Bulgaria and Albania and when the Independent State of Croatia and the puppet 

quisling regimes were established. (slides 20 – 23) 

According to the guidelines of the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum for the 

set-up of the national exhibitions, the central part of the exhibition will cover the 

period from April 6
th

 1941 to May 15, 1945 (the beginning and the end of the war in 

ex-Yugoslavia). (slide 24) 

The basic information in the introductory part of the exhibition considering the 

space and time, will be presented by the principle "information on demand". The two 

most important segments in that part will be: pre-war Jewish life and anti-fascist 

struggle during the war. (slides 25 – 28) 

The central part of the exhibition will present the fate of the prisoners of 

Concentration Camp Auschwitz-Birkenau through selected individual and family 

stories that will be displayed in a chronological principle in accordance to the 

deportations from different countries.  An agreement was reached on the choice of 20 

paradigmatic examples: the three case studies from each country. The Holocaust as a 

dominant crime and a unique historical event will be displayed as the central part of 

the exhibition through the presentation of the stages of isolation, concentration and 

extermination of the Jewish people in Europe. (slides 29 – 31) 

The exhibition will present the fate of the inmates of different age, sex and 

class structure. As it is already stressed, the main focus will be on the Jewish inmates, 

nevertheless, the other groups of inmates will be also presented: in the first place the 

members and sympathizers of the Anti-Fascist Movement and Roma. (slides 32 – 35) 

Although the members of the Editorial Board were especially dedicated to 

present the stories mainly of those who did not survive the camp, they have decided to 

include in the exhibition’s narrative the personal stories of the individuals who 

survived the Auschwitz and courageously told their stories in public.  

It was agreed that the perpetrators and collaborators should not be presented 

separately in the one special thematic whole. They will be included in a chronological 

and thematic representation of the violence and crimes and organization of the 

deportations. (slides 36 – 40) 



In its final part, the exhibition will present detailed database about the CC 

Auschwitz-Birkenau prisoners (victims and survivors), video recorded interviews 

with suffered prisoners and database about the Righteous among the Nations from the 

region. (slide 41) 

This proposed scenario focusing the individual and family destinies of the 

Auschwitz victims has to be approved at the next meeting of the International 

Steering Committee, which is intended to take place in Ljubljana at the beginning of 

2015. After the acceptance, the script of the exhibition will be sent to the Auschwitz 

Museum for further approval. (slide 42) 

In conclusion, it is important to stress that the whole project and work done so 

far is of an outstanding importance for the whole region, since it produces the 

common narrative on a delicate matter such is the Second World War, its victims, 

perpetrators and their collaborators, which is often space of fierce discussions and 

confrontations. (slide 43) 

Also, this project is unique in the wider European framework since for the first 

time in the State Museum Auschwitz – Birkenau among the so-called national 

exhibitions it will be presented the international exhibition created by the six states.  

And at the end, we would like to use this opportunity and to express our 

gratitude on behalf of all the members of the International Steering Committee to the 

people and the institutions that enabled our successful work during those last two and 

a half years: especially dr Thomas Lutz without whom our participation at this 

conference would not be possible, Karel Fracapane from UNESCO Office Venice 

who was the most supportive during our long meetings and conferences all around the 

Balkans. Ioanid Radu from the USHM, Piotr Cywinski Director of the Auschwitz – 

Birkenau Museum and colleague Miroslav Obstarczyk, to Olivier Lalieu form the 

Memorial de la Shoa and UNESCO Office Venice representative Veronique Dauge. 

Last, but not least, our special gratitude goes to Anthony Krause from UNESCO who 

was the main supporter of the project from its very beginning. 

This Presentation is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Enes Milak, the director 

of the AVNOJ Museum from Jajce and the member of the International Steering 

Committee. (slide 44) 

 


