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General Activities 

 

The Latvian Government has stood by its commitment to support Holocaust education, 

remembrance and research in Latvia. Latvia condemns the Holocaust and commemorates 

its victims, as well as supports education, remembrance and research of the Holocaust. 

 

During the Soviet Union’s illegal occupation of Latvia and the totalitarian regime which 

was instituted during this period, questions and discussions about the past, including 

Holocaust crimes were discouraged and silenced or even directly prohibited.  

 

Only with the restoration of independence of Latvia in the 1990s did it become possible to 

address the need for Holocaust education, remembrance and research. Already on 19 

September 1990, Latvian parliamentarians adopted a declaration on condemning genocide 

and antisemitism in Latvia. This was an important turning point in the Holocaust research, 

remembrance and education. Looking at only the past five years1, more than two hundred 

large and small scale events devoted to Holocaust research, education and remembrance 

have been organized in Latvia. 

 

It is noteworthy that there are an increasing number of initiatives to identify and properly 

mark the sites for those who were killed during the Holocaust. Fundamental research on 

history of the Latvian Jewish community and Holocaust commemoration sites in Latvia has 

been done by Meijers Melers (Meyer Meler). His substantive book on memorial sites was 

published in 2013 - “Latvijas ebreju kopienas vēsture un holokausta piemiņas vietas” in 

Latvian2, as well as the English version: “Jewish Latvia: Sites to Remember. Latvian 

Jewish Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust”3. The original Russian language edition 

appeared in 2010 with support provided by the Commission of the Historians of Latvia and 

local Jewish communities as well as sizeable contributions from international donors.   

 

In 2013, the Žanis Lipke Memorial museum in Rīga was opened. This museum is devoted 

to one of the most prominent rescuers of Jews during World War II, Žanis (Jānis) Lipke. 

The official opening of the Žanis Lipke Memorial took place4 on 30 July 2013 in the 

presence of the President of the Republic of Latvia, Andris Bērziņš, and the President of the 

State of Israel, Shimon Peres. 

 

Considering the latest developments in education in Latvia, the most significant long-term 

accomplishment is the incorporation of the Holocaust as a subject within the mandatory 

history curriculum in primary and secondary school education. In primary education, pupils 

encounter the Holocaust in various contexts including in connection with their introduction 

to the origins of civilisation, and in the early manifestations of antisemitism leading up to 

and through the Middle Ages. In secondary education, the Holocaust and antisemitism are 

included in Latvian history courses in particular but also in the framework of European and 

                                                           
1 2010-2015 
2 ISBN 978-9934-506-06-2 
3 ISBN 978-965-92208-0-9 
4 Address: Mazais Balasta dambis 8, Rīga 
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world history. In the universities of Latvia, the Holocaust has been integrated with studies 

of 20th century history.  

 

Discussions on Holocaust education continue and improvements are taking place in the 

direction of a comprehensive and systematic approach that will ensure an overall 

broadening of the knowledge of teachers and provision of better schooling materials about 

the Holocaust, highlighting the ways in which the Holocaust is an enormous tragedy for all 

people of Latvia, causing irreparable and lasting damage to Latvia’s society as a whole, and 

having swept away a vital and integral part of the society while drastically changing 

Latvia’s social and cultural fabric forever.  

 

Latvia’s highest government officials have been giving steady attention to Holocaust 

remembrance. 

 

On 27 January 2015, the Speaker of the Parliament of Latvia (Saeima), Ināra Mūrniece 

headed the official delegation representing Latvia at the commemorative ceremony in 

Auschwitz, Poland.  

 

And to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the victory over Nazism and the liberation of the 

death camps in Europe, Ojārs Ēriks Kalniņš, Chairman of the Saeima Foreign Affairs 

Committee, represented Latvia at the 4th International “Let My People Live” Forum 

organized at Terezin in the Czech Republic on 26-27 January 2015. 

 

On 26 April 2015, Prime Minister of Latvia Laimdota Straujuma took part in the 

commemorative event to mark 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Natzweiler-Struthof 

concentration camp in Alsace, France together with the President of the European Council, 

the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and the President of the European 

Parliament at the invitation of the President of French Republic, François Hollande5. 

 

Each year, several events commemorating the victims of World War II take place at various 

locations in Latvia. Latvia’s leaders and the most senior representatives of government 

regularly attend these memorials and ceremonies.  

 

In Latvia, as in most countries, the official day of remembrance and commemoration for 

World War II is the 8th of May, and this is recognized and seen to be an important occasion 

in Latvia. The 8th of May represents the day of the defeat of Nazism, a day to commemorate 

the victims of World War II, and a day when the people of Latvia must weigh the poignant 

history of their land at the crossroads.  

 

Meanwhile, while the 9th of May “Europe Day” is celebrated across Europe, a portion of the 

general public also remembers World War II on the 9th of May. Latvia officially 

commemorates all its fallen soldiers (including those who fell in World War II) on 11 

November (Lāčplēsis Day). 

 

On 8 May 2015 (the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe), three major 

state commemorative events were held.  The annual memorial took place at the Brothers’ 

Cemetery (Brāļu kapi) in Rīga.   

 

                                                           
5 http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-minister-latvia-and-president-france-unanimously-agree-

conditions-minsk-ceasefire/ 

http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-minister-latvia-and-president-france-unanimously-agree-conditions-minsk-ceasefire/
http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-minister-latvia-and-president-france-unanimously-agree-conditions-minsk-ceasefire/
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In addition, the victims of World War II were also honoured at a memorial that took place 

at the site of the Nazi German camp in Salaspils with a speech by the Latvian Prime 

Minister Laimdota Straujuma and the presence of the heads of mission of the diplomatic 

corps residing in Rīga and the leaders of the main religious faiths of Latvia. 

 

Later, on the same day, a special concert for invited guests was organized at Saint John’s 

Church (Sv. Jāņa baznīca) in Rīga. A musical offering “The Armed Man: A Mass for 

Peace”, by Welsh composer Karl Jenkins, was performed by the Riga Professional 

Symphonic Band and State Choir “Latvija”. This special concert was preceded by an 

ecumenical church service, and broadcast “live” on national TV (LTV1)6. 

 

On 29 November 2015, Latvia’s leaders took part in a remembrance ceremony organized 

by the Council of the Jewish Communities of Latvia at the Rumbula Memorial7. The 

President of Latvia, Raimonds Vējonis, emphasised in his address that victims deserve not 

only our prayers and our vivid remembrance of what they suffered but also our efforts to do 

all in our power to keep war and other crimes that took place from repeating themselves. 

We are in a place, the President said, where people were betrayed and slaughtered. These 

were acts instigated by occupying powers. Our state had been destroyed. Regrettably, there 

were also those amongst us who turned to evil. What they did is deplorable and must be 

condemned. It is also important that we identify people who, living under the barbaric 

German Nazi regime, selflessly risked their own lives and those of their families by 

rescuing their Jewish countrymen. According to the current estimate, there were around 600 

individuals8 in Latvia that risked their lives in this way. 

 

Sadly, the President of Latvia stressed, the catastrophe and tragedy of the Jewish people has 

been etched also into the history of Latvia. The goal of our restored statehood is to provide 

all possible support for Latvia’s Jewish congregations and communities to mitigate the 

consequences of the wrong and unlawful actions by the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. 

And, taking into account that no statute of limitations applies to crimes against humanity, 

and that such crimes cannot be erased, Latvia nevertheless is taking steps forward in giving 

back to the newly reborn Jewish community the property that belonged to the Jewish 

religious and public organizations before World War II. These are cultural, religious and 

public buildings important for Latvia’s Jewish community9.   

 

The Speaker of the Saeima, Ināra Mūrniece, in her commemorative address at the Rumbula 

Memorial also paid tribute to the Jewish victims of the massacre, and emphasised that it 

was the duty of Latvia to provide historical justice for those who died in the Holocaust and 

honour their memory10. 

                                                           
6 For more information on this and other public memorials in which senior Latvian government officials 

regularly participate, see the official websites of the Latvian President and Prime Minister: 

http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=601&type=image&id=3358&lng=en 

http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=601&type=image&id=3359&lng=en 

http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-memorial 
7 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/48932-tribute-at-rumbula-memorial 
8 According to latest research data by Marģers Vestermanis, a historian and the founder and curator of the 

Museum “Jews in Latvia”, the actual number of rescuers is more than 600; this information was publicly 

announced during the curator’s 90th birthday celebrations on 18 September 2015. The number of rescuers 

continues to grow as further research is conducted on this subject. Marģers Vestermanis is a Holocaust 

survivor and a member of the Commission of the Historians of Latvia 

(http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47951-the-state-secretary-congratulates-margers-

vestermanis-on-his-90th-birthday).  
9 http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?art_id=23658 
10 http://www.saeima.lv/lv/aktualitates/saeimas-zinas/24149-saeimas-priekssedetaja-inara-murniece-

pieminas-bridi-rumbula-lidz-pat-sodienai-neaptverams-ir-lielak 

http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=601&type=image&id=3358&lng=en
http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=601&type=image&id=3359&lng=en
http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-memorial
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/48932-tribute-at-rumbula-memorial
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47951-the-state-secretary-congratulates-margers-vestermanis-on-his-90th-birthday
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47951-the-state-secretary-congratulates-margers-vestermanis-on-his-90th-birthday
http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?art_id=23658
http://www.saeima.lv/lv/aktualitates/saeimas-zinas/24149-saeimas-priekssedetaja-inara-murniece-pieminas-bridi-rumbula-lidz-pat-sodienai-neaptverams-ir-lielak
http://www.saeima.lv/lv/aktualitates/saeimas-zinas/24149-saeimas-priekssedetaja-inara-murniece-pieminas-bridi-rumbula-lidz-pat-sodienai-neaptverams-ir-lielak
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Currently, during the most complicated phase of restitution of heirless communal property, 

the Saeima is engaged in the ongoing process of adapting the relevant legislation11. A list of 

properties has been identified and draft laws have been prepared in close cooperation with 

the Jewish Community and the local municipalities concerned. 

 

In 2015, Latvia made a special financial contribution to the UNESCO fund for events in 

memory of the victims of the Holocaust organized on 27 January International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day12.  

 

The major future objectives concerning implementation of Stockholm Declaration 

commitments embrace the efforts to raise awareness of the general public concerning the 

history of the Holocaust as well as the continual promotion of an attitude and practice of 

zero-tolerance for any signs or expressions of antisemitism. 

 

 

Holocaust Research 

 

The President of Latvia established the Commission of the Historians of Latvia (Latvijas 

Vēsturnieku komisija) already on 13 November 1998. The main task of this commission is 

conducting research on crimes against humanity committed in the territory of Latvia during 

successive occupations13. Around 25 professional historians, from Latvia and abroad, have 

been engaged in such work. A sub-commission was established to deal specifically with the 

Holocaust.  

 

For the last ten years, academic research on the Holocaust in Latvia has resulted in various 

significant publications including one which explores the extermination of Jews in Latvia's 

towns during the summer and autumn of 1941. This was one of the first research projects of 

its kind in Europe. Since the sub-commission began its work, a considerable amount of 

basic research has been carried out and consensus has been reached on many aspects of 

history which had previously been distorted and misrepresented by both Nazi German and 

Soviet disinformation and propaganda. 

 

The sub-commission also finished the volume dedicated to rescuers of Jews in Latvia. The 

role played by local collaborators with the occupying powers is identified and documented.   

 

So far, a total of 28 volumes have been published and the research continues unabated. The 

latest publication - the 28th volume14 devoted to questions of Latvian history and its 

historiography came out and was distributed on 10 November 2015 in a special ceremony 

by the President of Latvia at his official residence in the presence of foreign diplomatic 

ambassadors residing in Rīga and Latvian and invited foreign historians15. This research 

                                                           
11 http://www.saeima.lv/lv/transcripts/view/331 
12 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-

events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=32598&cHash=c791448c95 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust 
13 The Soviet Union’s occupation of Latvia from 1940-1941 was followed by the Nazi German 

occupation from 1941-1945 (sometimes referred to colloquially as “German times”), and then, the second 

Soviet occupation commenced in 1945, only coming to an end in 1991 with the full restoration of the 

Republic of Latvia. 
14 ISBN 978-9984-879-93-2 
15 http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=605&art_id=23557 

http://www.saeima.lv/lv/transcripts/view/331
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=32598&cHash=c791448c95
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=32598&cHash=c791448c95
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust
http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=605&art_id=23557
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provides new details and analysis on the Nazi German occupation of Latvia from 1941-

1945, and the fate of Jews and Romani minorities during World War II16.  

 

A new book “Caur velna zobiem. Vācu laiki šodien. 1941-1945. Esejas un domas” 

(“Through the Teeth of the Devil. German Times Remembered. 1941-1945. Essays and 

Thoughts”) by the well-known American-Latvian Holocaust scholar, Andrievs (Andrew) 

Ezergailis, was published in 201517. This collection of research was introduced at the 

Museum of the Occupation of Latvia in December 2015. Proper research is done on the 

Holocaust in the Nazi German occupied territory of Latvia and it covers a wide range 

including articles from the daily press and even polemic letters about the Holocaust; it is a 

good source for all who would like a deeper understanding of the development of this 

research in Latvia today and in the broader world as well18.  

 

The first ever book containing academically substantive research that focuses specifically 

on the Salaspils camp established by the Nazi Germans was conducted by Dr. hist. Kārlis 

Kangeris (Latvia/Sweden), Dr. hist. Uldis Neiburgs (Latvia) and Dr. hist. Rudīte Vīksne 

(Latvia), and their book in Latvian “Aiz šiem vārtiem vaid zeme: Salaspils nometne, 1941-

1944” (“Beyond this Gate Moans the Earth: Salaspils Camp, 1941-1944”) shall be 

presented for the first time on 27 January 2016 on International Holocaust Remembrance 

Day. This new academic research has been reviewed in depth by the eminent Holocaust 

scholars Andrievs (Andrew) Ezergailis, Ph.D. and Professor, Dr. habil. hist. Aivars Stranga.     

 

International symposia, seminars and conferences highlighting the accounts of valor in the 

face of personal risk in protection of Jews in Latvia during the Holocaust are being 

organized with increasing frequency. 

 

A key tertiary education and research institution in relation to the Holocaust is the Centre 

for Judaic Studies19, established in 1998 at the oldest and largest Latvian institution of 

higher education - the University of Latvia. The Centre offers courses to university students 

on both the history of the Jewish community in Latvia and the Holocaust, and engages 

Latvian and foreign scholars in research20 on selected topics. Since 2000, the Centre has 

been publishing students’ essays and research in a database describing the life of the Jewish 

community in various cities of Latvia from the 16th century till the beginning of World War 

II21. 

 

In 2008, a project called "Names and Destinies"22 was launched. This project was 

introduced by the Centre for Judaic Studies and it provides a website that contains 

searchable information on former Jewish communities of Latvia as well as an archive of 

Jews who perished from 1941-1945. The ongoing project is a unique virtual memorial to 

the Latvian Jewish Community of that time. 

 

Beginning in January 2012, the Centre for Judaic Studies, in cooperation with the Dutch 

Jewish Humanitarian Fund, implemented a research and educational project “Education in 

Jewish History and Culture in Latvia” which is meant to encourage ongoing research while 

                                                           
16 ISBN 978-9984-879-93-2 
17 ISBN 978-9934-14-722-7 (in Latvian) 
18 http://okupacijasmuzejs.lv/aktualitates/andrieva-ezergaila-gramatas-caur-velna-zobiem-atversanas-

svetki-okupacijas-muzeja 
19 http://www.lu.lv/cjs/  
20 http://www.lu.lv/cjs/publications/  
21 http://www.lu.lv/jsc/pilsetas/ 
22 http://names.lu.lv/lv.html#about 

http://names.lu.lv/en.html
http://okupacijasmuzejs.lv/aktualitates/andrieva-ezergaila-gramatas-caur-velna-zobiem-atversanas-svetki-okupacijas-muzeja
http://okupacijasmuzejs.lv/aktualitates/andrieva-ezergaila-gramatas-caur-velna-zobiem-atversanas-svetki-okupacijas-muzeja
http://www.lu.lv/cjs/
http://www.lu.lv/cjs/publications/
http://www.lu.lv/jsc/pilsetas/
http://names.lu.lv/lv.html%23about
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at the same time fostering constructive development in Latvian-Jewish relations. In 2014, 

the project23 retained its connection with earlier work while focussing on the “Development 

of Comprehensive Lifelong Learning in Jewish Studies” and an aim of enhancing 

international and regional cooperation in the education and research of Jewish history. 

 

Speaking of international cooperation, a noteworthy and positive tradition has been 

established. Every two to three years, the Council of Jewish Communities of Latvia in 

cooperation with the Centre for Judaic Studies and the museum, “Jews in Latvia”, are 

organizing an international conference in Rīga entitled “Jews in a Changing World”.  The 

most recent conferences took place in 2011 and 2014.  

 

The 8th conference in 2011 was devoted to the 450th anniversary of the Jewish community 

in Latvia and commemoration of 70 years from the beginning of the Holocaust. The 9th 

conference took place in November 2014 and it was devoted to the 25th anniversary of the 

rebirth of the Jewish community in Latvia. These events were widely attended by 

researchers from Latvia, Germany, the United States, Canada and Russia; conference 

participants presented their reports on the history of Jews in Latvia in the 20th century. In 

addition, during the last conference, an exhibition was opened on “Jewish Holders of the 

State Decorations of Latvia” and a documentary feature film was presented about Jewish 

history in Latvia - “From Stone to Stone”. 

 

A number of activities have also been initiated that aim to raise awareness of the general 

public on the genocide of Roma during World War II in Nazi-occupied Latvia and the rest 

of Europe. These activities are being implemented by “The Roma Cultural Centre” in the 

framework of the project “Learn More about Latvian Roma - Break the Stereotypes and 

Open for Joint Dialogue”. Research and discussions on this theme have taken place in 

various frameworks including “Mudaripe: Remember, Honour and Commemorate” and an 

exhibition on Roma genocide issues. During these activities, research work was done to 

collect the testimonies and life stories of victims of the Roma genocide, and to study 

documents from the available archives on the Roma genocide.  

 

Based on evidence in the information that was gathered, an exhibition called “Roma 

Genocide in Latvia (1941-1945)” opened on 25 March 2015 at the Academic Library of the 

University of Latvia24. The execution of several thousand members of the Roma 

community has been documented based on the proceedings of criminal cases. The detailed 

overview of data and research materials will be published in 2015 and public discussions 

will follow. A plan has been proposed to put 18 new banners on display at the Museum of 

Roma Art and History in Rīga that will be devoted specifically to the Roma genocide 

tragedy. This project is funded in the framework of the “NGO Fund” of the EEA and 

Norway Grants Financial Mechanism 2009-2014.  

 

On 3 July 2015, at the international symposium “Holocaust Commemoration in the Latvian 

and International Context”, the Nazi German genocide in the social memory of Latvian 

Romas was raised and discussed25.  

 

The Roma genocide in the territory of the Nazi-occupied Latvia during World War II still 

certainly requires research that is deeper, more detailed and more exact.  

 

                                                           
23 An estimated 800 individuals participated in this project during the course of the year (2014). 
24 http://www.acadlib.lu.lv/index.php?1&11&view=cat-browse&categid=461 
25 http://www.jewishmuseum.lv/en/item/182-

symposium_holocaust_commemoration_in_the_latvian_and_international_context_.html 

http://www.acadlib.lu.lv/index.php?1&11&view=cat-browse&categid=461
http://www.jewishmuseum.lv/en/item/182-symposium_holocaust_commemoration_in_the_latvian_and_international_context_.html
http://www.jewishmuseum.lv/en/item/182-symposium_holocaust_commemoration_in_the_latvian_and_international_context_.html
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Holocaust Education 

 

Holocaust studies are now part of the standard history curriculum in Latvia's schools. The 

curricula of school subjects are defined by the regulation26 adopted by the Cabinet of 

Ministers of the Republic of Latvia and application of the regulation in the teaching of 

history is compulsory for all schools in the country.  

 

In general, the Holocaust is taught in an interdisciplinary manner. Though the Holocaust is 

usually presented in the context of European and world history, it is also integrated into 

courses covering the history of culture, social studies, civics and politics. Questions on the 

Holocaust are also included on school exams and tests. The Holocaust has been included on 

the list of themes which are compulsory in the basic school programme. During particular 

subjects, and mainly in the context of history courses, teachers have set time aside that is 

dedicated to covering concrete aspects of the Holocaust27. 

 

The Latvian Government finances compulsory primary and secondary education in seven 

(Estonian, Hebrew, Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian) national 

minority languages, and this funding is also provided when a small number of children are 

seeking instruction in a particular language. The government is funding a Jewish secondary 

school and an associated pre-school28 as well as providing partial funding for a Jewish 

private school. 

 

Several books on the Holocaust and the history of the Jewish community in Latvia are 

presently available for use by students. The publication of the book, "Tell Ye Your 

Children", a book on the Holocaust in Europe from 1933-1945 by Paul A. Levine and 

Stephane Bruchfeld, came about as a result of cooperation with the IHRA. In collaboration 

with the Yad Vashem, the History Teacher’s Association of Latvia 

(HTAL) organizes seminars on Holocaust education for teachers in Latvia. In the summer 

of 2013, around 100 teachers participated in these special courses in the town of Preiļi29. 

 

On 14 June 2015, new research was presented about the Holocaust and how it manifested in 

the town of Jelgava with the loss of its Jewish population30. Andris Tomašūns, a historian 

and author of a number of books of an educational nature published his study entitled 

“Jelgava 1941. gada vasara – holokausts” (“Jelgava, the Summer of 1941 - Holocaust”)31. 

The work draws attention to the Jewish history of the Latvian regions of Kurzeme and 

Zemgale and the annihilation of their resident Jewish communities during World War II. 

This book comes with a DVD containing a video in English and Latvian, and these are 

intended for use as an aid that teachers can utilize in their classes involving study of the 

Holocaust. 

 

                                                           
26 http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=150407 
27 More detailed information on the actual course materials, topics, and approach can be found on the 

websites of the Latvian Ministry of Education and Science (http://www.izm.gov.lv/lv/) and the National 

Centre for Education (http://www.visc.gov.lv/). 
28 This is a school in the municipality of Rīga. 
29 In Latvian, Vēstures skolotāju biedrība - VSB (http://www.vsb.lv/home/english).  

Samples of materials prepared by HTAL can be found at the following link: http://www.vsb.lv/macibu-

materiali 
30 Jews were historically one of the largest minorities in that town prior to World War II. 
31 ISBN 978-9934-14-504-9 (in Latvian) 

http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=150407
http://www.izm.gov.lv/en/
http://www.izm.gov.lv/lv/
http://visc.gov.lv/en/
http://visc.gov.lv/en/
http://www.visc.gov.lv/
http://www.vsb.lv/home/english
http://www.vsb.lv/macibu-materiali
http://www.vsb.lv/macibu-materiali
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Textbooks, instructional methods, techniques, and strategies are developed in accordance 

with the compulsory content of school courses and these include the topics of antisemitism 

and the Holocaust. 

 

Specialists from the Ministry of Education and Science, as well as historians and experts on 

teaching methods and course design, scrutinise text books, teaching, methodologies for 

teachers and the compulsory curricula, evaluating their complementarity and consistency 

with one another. In general, students between 12 and 19 years of age are engaged in the 

study and research of the historical facts of World War II and the Holocaust. Some 

elementary knowledge of antisemitism and the Holocaust along with the analysis of related 

questions are included in the content of both elementary and secondary school curricula 

(students aged 12-16). The topics of antisemitism and the Holocaust are usually included in 

social science course materials for elementary and secondary education. Furthermore, 

issues of tolerance, stereotypes, preconceptions and prejudices are included in the content 

of various school subjects. 

 

The Ministry of Education and Science of Latvia actively cooperates in support of the 

opportunity for teachers in Latvia to attend courses at the Yad Vashem International School 

of Holocaust Studies in Jerusalem. Since 2010, five groups of Latvian teachers (a total of 

125 teachers) have had the opportunity to participate in these courses to learn Holocaust 

teaching techniques and strategies and to acquire tools on how best to approach and 

deconstruct the discourse of antisemitism, Holocaust denial and other forms of intolerance 

and xenophobia. Teachers, representatives of museums and researchers (25 in total) 

participated in these courses in 2015. At the moment, approximately 45 teachers are on a 

waiting list to participate in the training that will take place in 2016.  

 

Virtually all the teachers that took part in special training either at Yad Vashem or in 

Mémorial de la Shoah programmes are now actively engaged in different activities of the 

National Centre for Education in which such training is put to good use. These “graduates” 

are continuing their professional development and some of them are working on new 

textbooks and developing methodologies and course materials for other teachers32. 

 

The topics of Latvian history and world history are taught separately. Since the main 

lessons on national history and world history are not always in chronological order, it can 

be a challenge to explain the Holocaust from an international perspective while at the same 

time describing in a coherent manner how the events of the Holocaust took place in the 

territory of Latvia occupied by Nazi Germans including through the collusion of local 

collaborators and with the intervention of brave individuals who tried to save people from 

the onslaught. Students are expected to understand that the Holocaust and antisemitism has 

affected and impacted all parts of Europe. They are required to study the origins and causes 

of the Holocaust. Given that the history of Latvia and world history are taught separately, 

teachers must maintain an awareness of the need for consistency and ensure that the history 

of the Holocaust is presented in ways that are mutually reinforcing especially when the 

students are moving from one subject to another. 

 

In 2011, antisemitism and the Holocaust were integrated into the in-service teacher training 

courses. These in-service courses are guided by historians and social science experts. In 

2012, teachers (around 61) participated in the project organized by the European Social 

Fund – "General Education Teacher Continuing Education”.  

                                                           
32 http://visc.gov.lv/en/ 

 

http://visc.gov.lv/en/
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In 2012 and 2013, the Council of Jewish Communities of Latvia and the Museum “Jews in 

Latvia: History and Memory” - with support of the IHRA - organized educational seminars 

on the Holocaust for policy-makers in the regions of Latvia. The seminars were dedicated 

to the Holocaust in Latvia and the Baltic region, as well as to Jewish history in Latvia. 

 

Since 2012, the Latvian Ministry of Education and Science, in cooperation with non-

governmental organisations, organized a nationwide tour of Yad Vashem's traveling 

exhibition “No Child’s Play”, displaying photos and information from archives about the 

life of Jewish children during the Holocaust. These tours were attended by representatives 

of the Latvian Government, the Diplomatic Corps, the Jewish community, policy makers in 

education and culture, historians, and journalists. The exhibition also served as a 

supplementary aid for Holocaust education with exhibits at 35 schools attended by 3,000 

children. 

 

In 2014, senior representatives from the Ministry of Education and Science and the 

Embassy of the State of Israel visited various schools in Latvia and assessed the general 

knowledge of the Holocaust. Key observations indicated that the knowledge is good but 

that nevertheless pupils should be encouraged to visit museums and memorials more 

actively. 

 

The Latvian Ministry of Culture is working on special project “Kultūras skolassoma” 

(“Cultural Schoolbag”); by 2018, the project is designed to generate a list of recommended 

cultural activities that pupils could visit free-of-charge including museums and memorial 

sights (most of the sites and venues promoting remembrance, as well as knowledge of the 

history of the Jewish community in Latvia are free-of-charge already).   

 

Since 2001, the Head of the Jewish Community in Latvia is a member of the Advisory 

Council on Minorities Education under the Ministry of Education and Science. This 

institution helps maintain a dialogue between government representatives, teachers and 

pupils of national minority schools, parents’ organizations and NGOs.  

 

Moreover in 2014, the Ministry of Education and Science has established a website33 which 

contributes to the overall educational process concerning the Holocaust with an emphasis 

on the importance of its remembrance. In addition, this website provides an opportunity for 

comments on this subject from those working “on the ground”, namely, teachers all over 

Latvia. And teachers are encouraged to provide comments also on the main website of the 

Ministry. This website is constantly updated including with materials and information for 

teachers such as the recent booklet “International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance. 

Marking 15 years of the Stockholm Declaration 2000-2015”34.  

 

In the past couple of years, several activities have been organized by the Ministry of 

Education and Science in cooperation with the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. In 2013, 

teaching materials on the history of Jews as well as on discrimination, racism and 

antisemitism were translated into Latvian and sent to all primary and secondary schools in 

Latvia. 

 

In 2014, “Es izdzīvoju Rumbulā” (“I Survived Rumbula”) by Frīda Mihelsone, which had 

already been distributed internationally, was translated into Latvian with support of the 

                                                           
33 http://www.izm.gov.lv/lv/pedagogiem/holokausta-izglitiba 
34 Ibid 

http://www.izm.gov.lv/lv/pedagogiem/holokausta-izglitiba
http://www.izm.gov.lv/lv/pedagogiem/holokausta-izglitiba
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embassies of Israel and Germany and NGOs. The official launch of the book in the Latvian 

language took place on 27 January 2015 (International Holocaust Remembrance Day) and it 

was organized so as to ensure the presence of senior representatives of various Latvian 

institutions, ministries, embassies, as well as researchers, students, journalists, and contact 

with members of Frīda Mihelsone’s family living in Israel35. In 2015, through the work and 

support of NGOs and the Ministry of Education and Science of Latvia, this book was 

circulated to all school libraries in Latvia from elementary school on up. 

 

In 2014, with the goal of increasing the effectiveness of Holocaust education in Latvia, the 

Ministry of Education and Science of the Latvia and representatives from Mémorial de la 

Shoah had organized a meeting to discuss opportunities for cooperation amongst teachers. 

Consequently, in 2015, a special three day seminar - the “Historical Approach to the 

Holocaust” - was organized for more than 30 teachers from all over Latvia36. Teachers also 

attended the IHRA-supported international symposium “Holocaust Commemoration in the 

Latvian and International Context”37 at the Jewish Community Centre. 

 

Since 2008, Roma teaching assistants are working in classrooms with Roma children. The 

Ministry of Education and Science, in cooperation with the Centre for Education Initiatives, 

focuses on the integration of Roma children - to identify, analyse and disseminate the best 

practices in teaching that encourage success of Roma children in pre-school and basic 

education, and motivate them to continue their education, as well as improving knowledge 

and skills of teachers and teaching assistants working with Roma children.  

 

The information about the genocide of Roma is included in the special guide for teachers 

“For Inclusion of Roma Pupils” (available in Latvian)38. In 2014, Latvian experts on 

education issues participated in the international conference “A Policy Response toward 

Inclusive Education: Introducing Roma History Teaching in School Curricula” which was 

held on 11-12 December in Rome (Italy).  

 

Since 2012, the Head of Roma Community in Latvia is a member of the Advisory Council 

on Minorities Education under the Ministry of Education and Science. 

 

 

Holocaust Remembrance 

 

Already from 1990, the official Commemoration Day of Genocide against the Jews has 

been observed in Latvia on 4 July. This regular public event commemorates the burning of 

the Choral Synagogue in Rīga on the 4th of July in 1941, with victims locked inside the 

building at the time. This is a day of remembrance for all the Jews that were killed in the 

Holocaust during the Nazi German occupation of Latvia. The commemoration event is 

always well attended, marked by the presence and participation of the highest government 

officials including the President of Latvia, the Speaker of Saeima (Parliament), the Prime 

Minister, Ministers, the Mayor of Rīga along with representatives of the Diplomatic Corps, 

and the leaders and members of the Jewish community39. 

 

                                                           
35 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/44493-holocaust-victims-commemorated-across-the-world  
36 http://www.izm.gov.lv/images/aktualitates/Programme-

Riga_Historical_approach_of_the_Holocaust.pdf  
37 http://www.jewishmuseum.lv/en/item/182-

symposium_holocaust_commemoration_in_the_latvian_and_international_context_.html 
38 http://issuu.com/iic_daiga/docs/celvedis_izgl_iest?e=5624051/2924677 
39 http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=605&art_id=23221 

http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/44493-holocaust-victims-commemorated-across-the-world
http://www.izm.gov.lv/images/aktualitates/Programme-Riga_Historical_approach_of_the_Holocaust.pdf
http://www.izm.gov.lv/images/aktualitates/Programme-Riga_Historical_approach_of_the_Holocaust.pdf
http://www.jewishmuseum.lv/en/item/182-symposium_holocaust_commemoration_in_the_latvian_and_international_context_.html
http://www.jewishmuseum.lv/en/item/182-symposium_holocaust_commemoration_in_the_latvian_and_international_context_.html
http://issuu.com/iic_daiga/docs/celvedis_izgl_iest?e=5624051/2924677
http://www.president.lv/pk/content/?cat_id=605&art_id=23221
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Ceremonies and traditions of commemoration are often linked to an educational or political 

event. The positive message is of tolerance and awareness, assigning value and showing 

respect for all cultures and religions including for the Jewish religion, and, in the context of 

the atrocities committed during the Holocaust, the message of tolerance comes 

accompanied with the stern warning – to persons of all ages and walks of life – that sad 

facts of history show what can happen when warped perspectives are allowed to take root in 

society, and what can happen when intolerance, hatred and xenophobia are fuelled by 

demagoguery and officially supported by the state authorities as was the case with Nazi 

Germany. 

 

Another example of Latvia’s approach to remembrance is the annual public 

commemoration of the International Holocaust Remembrance Day.  Each year on the 27th 

of January, the Latvian government, in cooperation with civil society, organize special 

memorial events including, as mentioned above, the debut of the book “I Survived 

Rumbula” by Frīda Mihelsone in Latvian in the Riga Graduate School of Law on 27 

January 2015. In 2015, Latvia, via the Permanent Delegation of Latvia to UNESCO, gave 

financial support to UNESCO for organizing the international day of commemoration and 

to exhibitions in memory of victims of the Holocaust in January 201640. 

 

On 8 May 2015, the Prime Minister of Latvia, Laimdota Straujuma, during a well-attended 

public commemorative event in Salaspils Memorial, said that “even today, there are many 

places ...where conflicts have erupted and innocent people are dying. Atrocious crimes were 

committed during the last century, and some are committed also today...the tragic events in 

the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Syria...those who triggered the aggression in eastern 

Ukraine...have not understood and learnt anything from history”41. It is important that an 

awareness of today’s relevance of the history and “lessons” of the Holocaust is reflected in 

comments by the most senior representatives of Latvia. 

 

In response to the declaration42 of the European Parliament on European conscience and 

totalitarianism adopted on 2 April 2009, which calls for the proclamation of 23 August as a 

Europe-wide Day of Remembrance for the Victims of all totalitarian and authoritarian 

regimes, 23 August was established as a Commemoration Day of Victims of Stalinism and 

Nazism. The declaration focuses on commemoration of victims of crimes committed by 

totalitarian regimes all over the world while at the same time outrightly acknowledging the 

uniqueness of the Holocaust. Latvia consistently condemns the crimes against humanity 

which were committed either by Nazi Germany or by the Soviet Union. 

 

Notable progress has been achieved in preserving the memories of the Holocaust and in 

presenting information on the Holocaust tragedy to the general public. Each year, several 

memoirs have been published in different languages about the Holocaust. Some have 

received special attention; for example, in 2012. the memoirs of Holocaust survivor 

Valentīna Freimane was a bestseller in Latvia, and in 2014, her book “Adieu, Atlantis!”,  
was adapted for  the opera in two acts “Valentīna” at the Latvian National Opera. A guest 

performance of “Valentīna” took place at the Deutsche Oper Berlin on 19 May 2015. This 

                                                           
40 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-

events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=32598&cHash=c791448c95 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust 
41 http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-

memorial 
42 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-

0213+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=32598&cHash=c791448c95
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=32598&cHash=c791448c95
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust
http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-memorial
http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-memorial
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0213+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0213+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
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was an important part of Latvia’s contribution to culture and history during Latvian 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union in the first half of 2015. 

 

In 2014, a memoir by Sidney Iwens - “How Dark the Heavens” - was translated into 

Latvian. The story of a Lithuanian Jew who was trapped in the Daugavpils Ghetto of Nazi 

German occupied eastern Latvia is noteworthy since the author abstains from giving his 

subjective perceptions of the historical events in the background and concentrates instead 

on describing his own personal experiences.  

 

After the war, during the Soviet occupation, memorial sites dedicated to victims of the 

World War II in Latvia were established. The largest, and artistically and architecturally, 

one of the most impressive, was unveiled 1967 at the site where the Nazi Germans 

constructed the Salaspils camp during their occupation. Before this time, it is worth noting 

that the site of this camp was basically forgotten and neglected for over 20 years, being 

placed at the disposal of the Soviet military for various purposes. In a manner similar to 

other countries suffering under the oppressive Soviet regime, the commemorative sites were 

officially devoted to civilians, mainly to Soviet activists that had been killed during the 

Nazi German occupation. It is a fact that the actual causes and circumstances of their 

executions - as was typically the case during the Soviet period – were not reviewed. 

Similarly, at Rumbula, one of the Holocaust massacre sites not far from the Salaspils Camp, 

it was only in 1964, through the concerted and conscientious efforts of devoted members of 

the Latvian Jewish community, that Soviet era government barriers were overcome and a 

modest memorial stone was erected with the terse inscription “to the victims of fascism” in 

Latvian, Russian and Yiddish. A new and expanded memorial at Rumbula was opened only 

after the restoration of independence of the Republic of Latvia, and increased attention was 

finally given to the site, while at the same time retaining the old memorial stone43. 

 

On 29 November 2015, Latvia’s leaders took part in a remembrance ceremony organized 

by the Council of the Jewish Communities of Latvia at the Rumbula Memorial44. 

 

Earlier the same year, on the 8th of May, Prime Minister of Latvia, Laimdota Straujuma, 

while attending the important public commemorative event at the Salaspils Camp stressed, 

that this was a place of suffering. “Several thousand innocent people were killed...there 

were also local people who collaborated with the cruel occupation regime, including 

members of the criminal Arajs Kommando, who served mainly as guards.” “We need an 

objective assessment of Salaspils events...it is our duty toward the victims. It is an 

obligation toward future generations...” the Latvian Prime Minister said45. 

 

In the framework of the Baltic Mass Graves Project more than 300 memorial sites have 

been marked in Latvia. 257 sites where Jews were killed and buried in Nazi-occupied 

Latvia have been charted and documented. Memorial sites dedicated to victims of the 

Holocaust are being built or restored by the Jewish community, municipalities and other 

institutions. Marking of the remaining memorial sites will be completed in the coming few 

years46. 

 

                                                           
43 http://www.jews.lv/en/content/memorial-rumbula  

http://www.ebrejumuzejs.lv/en/item/199-holokausta_piemina_latvija_.html?pageno=1 
44 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/48932-tribute-at-rumbula-memoria 
45 http://www.salaspils.lv/ru/apskates-objekti/25-pieminas-vietas/240-salaspils-memorialais-ansamblis 

http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-memorial 
46 https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/member-countries/holocaust-education-remembrance-and-

research-latvia  

http://www.jews.lv/en/content/memorial-rumbula
http://www.ebrejumuzejs.lv/en/item/199-holokausta_piemina_latvija_.html?pageno=1
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/48932-tribute-at-rumbula-memoria
http://www.salaspils.lv/ru/apskates-objekti/25-pieminas-vietas/240-salaspils-memorialais-ansamblis
http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-ministers-address-commemorative-event-salaspils-memorial
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/member-countries/holocaust-education-remembrance-and-research-latvia
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/member-countries/holocaust-education-remembrance-and-research-latvia
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In 2013, an online database was created containing information on Holocaust memorial 

sites in Latvia47. It contains structured information on each memorial site, their locations, 

characteristics and the names of the Jewish victims. The database was developed with 

support from the Centre for Judaic Studies at the University of Latvia project “Holocaust 

Commemoration in Latvia from the End of the World War II till Nowadays: Research and 

Spread of Knowledge”. This project was carried out under the patronage and with partial 

financial support of the IHRA, and in close cooperation with the Latvian Jewish community 

and the “Jews in Latvia” Museum. 

 

Comprehensive research on Latvian Jewish communities destroyed in the Holocaust during 

Nazi occupation and memorial sites in Latvia was conducted by Meijers Melers (Meyer 

Meler). The book about these memorial sites was published already in 2010 in Russian 

language and in 2013 in both Latvian and English48. 

 

On 3 July 2015 with broad support, including from the IHRA, the Council of Jewish 

Communities of Latvia and the “Jews in Latvia” Museum unveiled a new exhibition - 

“Holocaust Commemoration in Latvia over the Course of Time 1945-2015”. This unique 

and comprehensive exhibition in Latvian and in English language is on display at the 

Jewish Community Centre49 in Rīga and, in the future, it will be shown also in different 

communities and countries.  

 

On 30 July 2013, the President of the Republic of Latvia Andris Bērziņš and the President 

of the State of Israel, Shimon Peres, opened the Žanis Lipke Memorial museum50 devoted 

to one of Latvia’s most notable rescuers of Jews during World War II, Žanis Lipke51, who 

saved around 55 Jews from 1942 to 1944. The project started as a private initiative. In 

2014, the Žanis Lipke Memorial museum received the prestigious award of the founder of 

European Museum Forum – the “Kenneth Hudson Award”. Also in 2014 in Rīga, 

commemorative plaques were unveiled in 10 places where Jews had been hidden during the 

time of Nazi German occupation of Latvia. 

 

A part of the permanent exhibit devoted to the tragic events of the Holocaust has been 

established at the “Jews in Latvia” Museum52. A special part of the exhibit is devoted to the 

character and spirit of Latvians who rescued Jews. The museum was established by 

Marģers Vestermanis, a historian, Honorary Doctor of the Academy of Science of Latvia, 

member of the Commission of Historians of Latvia, who himself is a survivor of the 

Holocaust. The museum is preserving the memory of the victims of the Holocaust and 

constantly identifying and finding people who, notwithstanding real dangers to their own 

lives and those of their families, had demonstrated courage and heroism by saving their 

fellow human beings who were Jewish53. Commemoration and honouring of those 

individuals and their heroism is a very important part also for overall integrational 

processes in Latvia following the devastating occupations of Nazi Germany and the Soviet 

Union. 

 

                                                           
47 http://memorialplaces.lu.lv/about-the-project/ 
48 ISBN 978-9934-506-06-2, ISBN 978-965-92208-0-9 
49 Skolas iela 6, Rīga 
50 http://www.lipke.lv/en 
51 http://www.lipke.lv/en/zanis-lipke/biography 
52 http://jewishmuseum.lv/ 
53 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47951-the-state-secretary-congratulates-margers-

vestermanis-on-his-90th-birthday 

http://memorialplaces.lu.lv/about-the-project/
http://www.lipke.lv/en
http://www.lipke.lv/en/zanis-lipke/biography
http://jewishmuseum.lv/
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47951-the-state-secretary-congratulates-margers-vestermanis-on-his-90th-birthday
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47951-the-state-secretary-congratulates-margers-vestermanis-on-his-90th-birthday
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In 2011, a project called “The Latvian Tragedy. 1941” was organized jointly by the 

Museum “Jews in Latvia”, and the Museum of Occupation of Latvia. The first part of the 

project is an exhibition, dedicated to Soviet and Nazi crimes committed in 1941; the 

objective of the exhibit is reintegration of the Holocaust into Latvia’s 20th century history, 

rather than having the Holocaust treated as a primarily Jewish tragedy. The second part of 

the project deals specifically with the murder of 25,000 prisoners of the Riga Ghetto and 

Jews from Berlin on 30 November and 8 December in the Rumbula forest, and it traces the 

massacre through all stages, from decision-making to the post-war trials of Nazi criminals. 

This project was supported financially by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 

Culture and the European Commission Delegation in Latvia. In 2015, the exhibit was 

updated, and texts in English and German were added. This exhibit has been on tour abroad 

as well, most recently, in Ireland.  

 

On 26 June 2015, at the University of Graz in Austria, a symposium and an exhibition were 

held: “Latvia’s Tragedy. 1941”; this event concluded the public diplomacy programme of 

the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the European Union in Austria, and it came about 

with input and support from various institutions and NGOs, and was organized in close 

cooperation with the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Research into Consequences of War54. 

 

From 2010 to 2011, in the course of the project supported by the Latvian government, local 

municipality and EU funds, the old historical complex of synagogue buildings in the town 

of Kuldīga in Kurzeme was restored and converted into a modern day library, giving access 

to knowledge, information and cultural insights for the general public. The library also 

holds a representative collection of books about Jewish history. The memorial plaque at the 

main entrance is devoted to members of the local Jewish community that perished during 

the Holocaust. This project serves as a good example of cooperation and a constructive and 

mutually respectful dialogue between municipal authorities and Jewish communities in 

preserving and promoting Jewish cultural heritage55. 

 

In the town of Preiļi in the eastern Latvian region of Latgale, a new memorial to the local 

Jewish community was inaugurated on 9 August 2015. A symbolic white arch at the 

entrance to the old Jewish cemetery forms a harmonious ensemble with the memorial to the 

Holocaust victims opened already in 200456. 

 

On 3 August 2015 an opening ceremony of the renovated Old Jewish Cemetery took place 

in the town of Ventspils (Western Latvia, Kurzeme). The cemetery was renovated by 

volunteers from Germany, Austria and Latvia in cooperation with Ventspils City Council 

and Council of Jewish Communities of Latvia. The project was financed by the Sebba 

family from Israel. 

 

Local governments and authorities are regularly taking part in maintenance and other work 

and efforts related to care and attention for the main Holocaust sites in Latvia. Local 

authorities are encouraged to be active to designate and mark all these places as historical 

sites of importance and to support the provision of information on the history of the Jewish 

community and the Holocaust for those sites and in general. Very good progress has been 

realized, for example, in smaller towns in the countryside such as Rēzekne and Ludza in 

                                                           
54 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47215-the-opening-of-the-exhibition-latvia-s-tragedy-

1941-and-a-symposium-conclude-the-public-diplomacy-programme-of-the-latvian-presidency-in-austria 
55 http://www.jews.lv/en/news/press-conference-project-kuldiga-synagogue-rebuilding 
56 http://www.preili.lv/page/474?news_id=17050; http://www.la.lv/preilos-atklata-pieminas-vieta-

pilsetas-ebreju-kopienai/ 

http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47215-the-opening-of-the-exhibition-latvia-s-tragedy-1941-and-a-symposium-conclude-the-public-diplomacy-programme-of-the-latvian-presidency-in-austria
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/news/latest-news/47215-the-opening-of-the-exhibition-latvia-s-tragedy-1941-and-a-symposium-conclude-the-public-diplomacy-programme-of-the-latvian-presidency-in-austria
http://www.jews.lv/en/news/press-conference-project-kuldiga-synagogue-rebuilding
http://www.preili.lv/page/474?news_id=17050
http://www.la.lv/preilos-atklata-pieminas-vieta-pilsetas-ebreju-kopienai/
http://www.la.lv/preilos-atklata-pieminas-vieta-pilsetas-ebreju-kopienai/
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Eastern Latvia where restorations of old synagogues are moving toward completion (with 

significant backing, it should be noted, from “EEA Grants”).         

 

In 2010, the Riga Ghetto and Latvian Holocaust Museum was established in cooperation 

with the Jewish religious congregation “Shamir” and the Riga City Council. This represents 

a modest effort at Holocaust remembrance. 

 

In 2014, the Latvian Ministry of Culture provided information to the “International Roma 

Union” on the opportunity of establishing a Roma genocide museum and memorial. Roma 

and Sinti victims of the genocide are officially commemorated on 8 May, during the Defeat 

of Nazism and Commemoration Day of Victims of World War II, and on 27 January during 

the International Holocaust Remembrance Day57. According to the tradition of Latvian 

Roma community leaders, Roma victims of the World War II genocide are also 

commemorated on 8 April during the International Romani Day. 

 

Activities have been organized by the Latvian Government and Romani non-governmental 

organisations to raise awareness and knowledge of the Roma genocide during World War II 

with students, young adults and society as whole. In 2013 and in 2014, a project entitled 

“Different People. Various Experiences. One Latvia” was implemented by the Society 

Integration Foundation in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture in the framework of the 

European Union Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity PROGRESS 2007-

2013. With financial support from the Latvian Ministry of Culture, an event entitled 

“Latvian Roma-Between Past and Future” took place on 8 April 2015 during the 

International Roma Day at the Museum of Roma Art and History in Rīga. This event was 

organized by the NGO – Latvian Centre for Human Rights – in cooperation with the 

Ministry of Culture and the Roma Culture Centre to launch and popularize the “DOSTA!” 

campaign “Go beyond Prejudice, Meet the Roma!” of the Council of Europe in Latvia.  

 

The event “Latvian Roma – Between Past and Future” aimed to counter negative 

stereotypes about Roma through positive popularisation of Roma culture and raising 

awareness about Roma history in Latvian society, as well as at the promotion of dialogue 

between the Roma community and other ethnic groups in Latvia. 

 

The exhibition “Roma Genocide in Latvia (1941-1945)” was opened at the Academic 

Library of the University of Latvia in March 2015 in order to provide information about the 

genocide of Roma in Nazi-occupied Latvia during World War II.  

 

The exhibition was organized by “The Roma Cultural Centre” in the framework of the 

project “Learn More about Latvian Roma - Break the Stereotypes and Open for Joint 

Dialogue”. The exhibition was presented in the following Latvian towns and cities: 

Aizpute, Kuldīga, Liepāja, Bauska, Saldus, Jelgava, Ludza, Rēzekne, Rīga, Talsi, Tukums 

and Valmiera. 

 

 

Holocaust Denial, Hate Crimes and their Relation to Antisemitism 

 

The Soviet regime in Latvia callously silenced questions and discussions about the past. 

Therefore, it was only after full restoration of independence that the people could express 

themselves freely about all aspects of their history. Shortly before restoration of Latvia's 

independence, on 19 September 1990, the Parliament of Latvia (which was called the 

                                                           
57 http://www.am.gov.lv/en/news/press-releases/2014/january/28-2/  

http://www.dosta.org/
http://www.am.gov.lv/en/news/press-releases/2014/january/28-2/
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Supreme Council of Latvia at the time) adopted a declaration about the condemnation and 

prohibition of genocide and antisemitism in Latvia, which was followed by efforts on the 

part of Latvia in Holocaust research, remembrance, education and the fight against modern 

forms of antisemitism. 

 

Discrimination and acts of violence against religious minorities, including acts of vandalism 

against religious sites, are unacceptable. The Government of Latvia has strongly 

condemned the act of vandalism which targeted the New Jewish Cemetery in December 

2010. The investigation was initiated promptly, and on 15 March 2012, the Riga Regional 

Court sentenced three skinheads for desecrating the New Jewish Cemetery. 

 

In general, according to the EU Fundamental Rights Agency58 (2013) research on 

"Discrimination and Hate Crimes against Jews in EU Member States: Experiences and 

Perceptions of Antisemitism", Latvia has shown encouraging trends. 

 

In 2014, the Saeima (Parliament) adopted amendments to Article 74 of the Criminal Law – 

Justification of Genocide, Crimes against Humanity, Crimes against Peace and War Crimes. 

Article 74, as amended, states the following: the public glorification of genocide, crimes 

against humanity, crimes against peace or war crimes, or the public glorification, denial, 

justification or trivialisation of acts of genocide, crimes against humanity, crimes against 

peace or war crimes that have been carried out including acts of genocide, crimes against 

humanity, crimes against peace or war crimes carried out by the USSR or Nazi Germany 

against the Republic of Latvia and its population – is punishable by imprisonment for a 

period of up to 5 years, a monetary fine, or manual labour in lieu of imprisonment. 

 

The Latvian Government has consistently condemned all totalitarian ideologies, crimes 

against humanity and war crimes committed during the World War II.  Latvia categorically 

denounces the Holocaust as the most abhorrent crime of the Nazi German regime and 

mourns its victims, and as a member state of the IHRA, Latvia is fully committed to the 

goals of the Stockholm Declaration in the field of Holocaust education, remembrance, and 

research, both nationally and internationally. Latvia has always condemned any 

manifestations of racism, xenophobia and antisemitism. Combating racial, ethnic and 

religious intolerance, including antisemitism, has been one of the Latvian Government’s top 

priorities in the field of human rights since regaining independence.  

 

From the time of the renewal of independence in 1991, Latvia honours all fallen soldiers on 

11 November (Lāčplēsis Day), “the day to remember heroes”. This is the one and only 

official state remembrance day for veterans; there is no other official day for their 

remembrance. It is worth noting that senior officials and members of the Latvian 

Government do not participate in any other events for veterans at the Monument of 

Freedom.  

 

However 16 March is chosen by some former soldiers as a day to pay their respects to those 

who fell during World War II in the ranks of so-called “Latvian Legion”59. This legion was 

created illegally by the Nazi German authorities during the occupation of Latvia in World 

                                                           
58 http://www.rgsl.edu.lv/en/research-at-rgsl/projects/our-projects/annual-report-on-fundamental-rights-

in-latvia/  
59 The Latvian Legion. Heroes, Nazis or Victims?: A Collection of Documents from OSS War-Crimes 

Investigation Files 1945-1950 / ed. Andrew Ezergailis. - Riga: The Historical Institute of Latvia, 

1997. - 100 p. ISBN 9984-601-24-2 

http://www.rgsl.edu.lv/en/research-at-rgsl/projects/our-projects/annual-report-on-fundamental-rights-in-latvia/
http://www.rgsl.edu.lv/en/research-at-rgsl/projects/our-projects/annual-report-on-fundamental-rights-in-latvia/
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War II60. Those men that had been drafted into the German army and managed to survive 

the war were ruthlessly persecuted by the Soviet regime that followed61. Their private 

ceremonies of commemoration take place mainly in cemeteries, during memorial services 

in church and with the laying of flowers at the Monument of Freedom. The use of any Nazi 

symbols and other specified totalitarian symbols is prohibited by law. No such symbols or 

uniforms appear during the commemorative events. Latvian law enforcement agencies 

ensure that these events maintain a peaceful character and that, in accordance with the law, 

no totalitarian symbols are used.   

 

As a democratic country, Latvia respects and also guarantees freedom of expression and 

freedom of assembly. This is done in compliance with Latvian legislation and does not 

present a threat to public security and order. 

 

The history of Latvia’s occupation and of Latvia’s experience of living under two 

totalitarian regimes are well known. Latvia was plundered, devastated and pulled 

inexorably into the horrors of World War II. By means of brutal repressions, regular acts of 

terror, constant intimidation and subjection to indignities and humiliation, each occupying 

power – each totalitarian regime in turn – ignored international law, illegally conscripted 

large numbers of Latvian citizens or forced them to join one or the other of their national 

armed forces. The destinies of the Latvian people were pulled from their hands with cruel 

and ruthless disregard for human life. It was only through restoration of the state of Latvia 

in the 1990s that an end was put to this injustice62. 

 

The chapters of history are not written only in black and white. It is vital that a difference 

be drawn between those who perpetrated crimes and soldiers that fell in combat at the battle 

front. Rather than digging lines of division deeper or falling prey to provocation, Latvia is 

seeking jointly to explore the tragic lessons of history, to look for common ground and keep 

this work from becoming politicized63.  

 

This said, it is true that there is no statute of limitation for the crimes against humanity, and 

if a person is identified today that is guilty of involvement in crimes committed during 

World War II including those associated with the Holocaust, then such people must be 

brought to justice and called to account for those crimes. 

Kārlis Eihenbaums 

Ambassador at Large  

Head of Delegation/IHRA 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia 

Krišjāņa Valdemāra iela 3 

Rīga LV 1395 

Latvia 

Tel.: (+371) 67016114, (+371) 26655595 

                                                           
60 In 1940, Latvia was torn apart and experienced consecutive occupations by two totalitarian regimes – 

the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. With ruthless repressions, un-ending terror, and through 

intimidation and humiliation, both Nazi Germany and Stalin’s USSR, in flagrant violation of international 

law, coerced Latvian citizens of various ethnic backgrounds to join their armed forces. Nazi Germany, in 

breach of the 1907 Hague Convention on the rules of war, illegally drafted around 115,000 young men of 

which 25,000 to 30,000 were killed. The flower of the nation perished in the battle between the so-called 

“great powers”. 
61 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/images/Desktop/16.marts_ENG_14.03.pdf 
62 http://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/prime-minister-i-call-residents-resist-provocations-march-16 
63 http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/policy/information-on-the-history-of-latvia/the-latvian-government-s-

position-on-16-march-events 
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