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The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) is a network of 
government officials and experts from 31 countries, led by an annual chair and 
supported by a permanent office in Berlin. It is the only intergovernmental body 
dedicated to the memory of the Holocaust. Member countries attend bi-annual 
working meetings where decisions are made by consensus to:

 �  Ensure government support for Holocaust education, remembrance, and 
research around the world;

 �  Promote the development of civil society through networking and an annual 
grant program; and

 � Work with other international organizations.

IHRA welcomes new member countries committed to principles outlined in  
the Declaration of the Stockholm International Forum on the Holocaust.

For more information: 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
Lindenstr. 20-25 10969 Berlin, Germany 
Tel.: +49 30 26396660 
Fax: +49 30 263966649 
E-mail: info@holocaustremembrance.com  
Web site: www.holocaustremembrance.com

mailto: info@holocaustremembrance.com
http://www.holocaustremembrance.com
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Message from the Chair
On behalf of IHRA, I am proud to introduce this inaugural annual Chair report on our 
activities from March 5, 2013 to February 25, 2014 – a Canadian initiative to raise 
awareness of IHRA, share expertise with the international community, and track 
progress.

I was privileged to take on the position of IHRA Chair on behalf of Canada, with the 
support of the Honourable Jason Kenney, Canada’s Minister for Multiculturalism. 
Canada committed to an ambitious agenda as Chair in order to raise IHRA’s visibility, 
increase co-operation with international organizations, combat antisemitism, and 
advance the Multi-Year Work Plan. I am pleased to report progress in each of these 
areas.

An important core activity of IHRA is its grant programme. In 2013, IHRA provided 
480,442€ to 20 worthwhile projects around the world, many of which involve 
educators and officials who in turn share and apply the knowledge they gain.

Several important decisions were approved at the two IHRA meetings Canada hosted 
as Chair, among them a working definition of Holocaust Denial and Distortion – the 
first adopted by an international body and an important tool to help governments 
identify and address a disturbing contemporary manifestation of antisemitism.

IHRA made significant progress on its Multi-Year Work Plan. Key developments 
included a major conference in Krakow on killing sites to coordinate work in 
this emerging field, an international survey on the accessibility of Holocaust-era 
archives, and support for government-led Holocaust memorial events in Hungary, 
Poland and Moldova. 

In addition, IHRA increased cooperation with its Permanent International Partners 
(UN, UNESCO, OSCE-ODIHR, EU Fundamental Rights Agency, Council of Europe, 
Claims Conference), through a series of sessions to develop a joint project for 
capacity-building beyond IHRA countries.

Finally, as Chair, I was pleased to help raise awareness of IHRA through outreach 
to prospective members and international organizations, including speaking 
opportunities at commemorative and educational events around the world. Over the 
course of the year, Uruguay was welcomed as a new observer country, El Salvador 
formally requested observer status, and special guests from Ukraine, South Africa, 
Albania and Australia attended the IHRA meetings.

The commitment of IHRA to the principles of the Declaration of the Stockholm 
International Forum on the Holocaust is resolute. Through our joint efforts, I firmly 
believe we can help the international community remember and learn from this 
terrible period of history and ensure that it never happens again.

Dr. Mario Silva, Canadian IHRA Chair, March 5, 2013-February 25, 2014



Belgian Ambassador Jan Deboutte, IHRA Executive Secretary Dr. Kathrin Meyer, Canada’s Minister for Multiculturalism  
Jason Kenney and Canadian IHRA Chair Dr. Mario Silva at the Handover ceremony at the Canadian Embassy in Berlin.  
Credit: Embassy of Canada/T. Good
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Highlights of IHRA Achievements,  
March 5, 2013-February 25, 2014

Grant programme
 �  Approved 20 projects totalling 480,442€ to develop educational strategies for 

Holocaust Memorial Days, and to promote research into the causes of the 
Holocaust to prevent genocide, ethnic cleansing, racism, antisemitism and 
xenophobia

 � New strategy for 2014-2017 developed

 � New Yehuda Bauer grant for annual outstanding project proposals approved

Multi-year work plan
 � Killing sites: Landmark conference hosted in Poland, January 22-23, 2014
 � Research: Survey of accessibility of archives distributed internationally
 �  Education: Proposal for research into effective teaching methods developed  

and funded 
 �  Remembrance: Support for government-led Memorial Day activities in three 

countries

Raising awareness of IHRA internationally
 �  Extensive outreach to observer countries, and prospective new members 

countries and international organizations, with special guests at Berlin and 
Toronto meetings 

 � Uruguay welcomed as new observer country and formal request from El Salvador
 � IHRA Chair spoke at major international events and participated in country visits
 �   Communications increased: New web site and social media launched, increased 

international media attention and new annual report approved



IHRA Chair speaking at the Handover ceremony. Credit: Embassy of Canada/T. Good
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Co-operation with Permanent International Partners (UN, UNESCO, 
OSCE-ODIHR, EU Fundamental Rights Agency, Council of Europe, Claims 
Conference)

 �  Hosted three special sessions to clarify roles, foster co-operation and develop a  
co-ordinated project to build capacity for Holocaust education and remembrance  
in non-member countries

 �  Published article in the UN Holocaust Programme Discussion Paper Series,  
“Why we need the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance”

 �  IHRA Chair spoke at the High-level OSCE Conference on Tolerance and Non-
Discrimination (Tirana) and the Expert Conference on Addressing the Security 
Needs of Jewish Communities in the OSCE Region (Berlin)

 � Met with Director General of UNESCO and senior EU officials

Combating antisemitism
 � Working definition of Holocaust Denial and Distortion approved
 �  New annual reporting requirements approved for the Antisemitism and Holocaust  

Denial Committee and more time provided for meetings
 � Hosted special knowledge session for Heads of Delegation, Berlin meeting
 � IHRA Chair spoke at OSCE meeting in Albania and at Global Forum in Jerusalem

 



IHRA plenary meeting at the Canadian Embassy in Berlin. Credit: Embassy of Canada/T. Good
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Part One: IHRA Meetings

IHRA is a network of government officials and experts from 31 member countries. Chair 
countries host bi-annual meetings to advance work through in-depth discussion and 
consensus-based decision-making at plenary meetings.

June 2013, Canadian Embassy, Berlin, Germany
Canada advanced key goals as the 2013 Chair of IHRA in Berlin at the first of two annual 
plenary meetings, held June 11-14. These included raising awareness of IHRA amongst 
non-member countries; increasing co-operation with international organizations that 
undertake Holocaust education and remembrance activities; discussion of initiatives 
to combat antisemitism; addressing IHRA organizational issues; and advancing IHRA’s 
Multi-Year Work Plan. Over 100 delegates from 31 member countries participated, as 
well as IHRA Permanent International Partners, observer countries and special guests 
from non-IHRA member countries (Ukraine, Albania, Australia and South Africa).

Expert meetings, June 11-12, focused on implementation of the Multi-Year Work Plan: 

 � Research into killing sites that lie outside of major death camps; 
 � Improving access to Holocaust-era archival records; 
 � Research of approaches to Holocaust education; and
 � Best practices in Holocaust Memorial Days.

Other special sessions focused on efforts to combat antisemitism; improve the efficiency 
of IHRA expert working groups; and increase IHRA’s co-operation with its Permanent 
International Partners.
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Dr. Mario Silva, 2013 IHRA Chair, and Tim 
Uppal, Minister of State for Multiculturalism, 
participate in the plenary session of the IHRA 
bi-annual meetings. 

Canadian Holocaust survivors at a Special 
Tribute event in Toronto”. Credit: Sarah and 
Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre.

Dr. Juliane Wetzel of Germany speaks with  
Dr. Yehuda Bauer, Honorary Chairman, IHRA,  
at the plenary session of the IHRA bi-annual  
meetings. 

Key Plenary decisions on June 13 included:

 �  Approval of a major, multi-year international project to research approaches  
to Holocaust education and their outcomes;

 �  Implementation of new annual reporting from expert committees to the 
Plenary on current issues related to anti-Semitism, and on research and 
commemoration efforts related to the Roma genocide;

 �  Refinement of a working definition of Holocaust Denial and Trivialization for 
approval in October;

 �  Agreement to undertake outreach to the International Tracing Service and the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union; and

 � Agreement to develop options for future directions of the IHRA grant program.

 

October 6-10, 2013, Toronto, Canada
IHRA marked significant achievements at its Plenary meetings in Toronto, October 
6-10. Over 175 delegates from 31 member countries participated, in addition 
to Permanent International Partners, observer countries and special guests 
from Ukraine, Australia and Uruguay. In addition, key Canadian officials and 
experts participated, including the Honourable Tim Uppal, Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism, Fran Sonshine from the National Holocaust Monument Development 
Council, and Dr. Clint Curle and Dr. Jeremy Maron from the Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights.

From October 6-7, an academic conference at the University of Toronto brought 
together 24 international experts (from North America, Europe, Israel, Australia and 
Argentina) to showcase new interdisciplinary Holocaust-related research.

From October 8-9, IHRA experts focused on current issues in meetings of IHRA’s 
four working groups (academic, education, museums and memorials, and 
communications), as well as in special committees on Antisemitism and Holocaust 
Denial, the Genocide of the Roma (with guest speaker Dr. Ethel Brooks from Rutgers 
University) and the Holocaust and other Genocides. In addition, the IHRA Chair met 
with IHRA’s Permanent International Partners to increase co-operation and co-
ordination. 

At the Plenary on October 10, important decisions included:

 � Adoption of a working definition on Holocaust Denial and Distortion;
 �  Establishment of a Yehuda Bauer Grant to recognize one outstanding proposal 

submitted through IHRA’s Grant Programme each year;
 � Acceptance of Uruguay as IHRA’s fifth observer country;
 � Adoption of internal working rules;
 � Creation of an annual IHRA Chair report; and
 � Endorsement of Hungary as the 2015 Chair of IHRA.

 
In addition, side events were held in co-operation with community organizations to 
showcase Canada’s commitment to IHRA, with the participation of the Honourable 
Jason Kenney, Minister for Multiculturalism, who announced a series of Canadian 
initiatives in the areas of Holocaust education, remembrance and research. 

http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-holocaust-denial-and-distortion
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Part Two: Grant Programme 

IHRA instituted a four-year grant strategy beginning in 2010 as a means of helping 
ensure that future generations understand the causes of the Holocaust and reflect 
upon its consequences.

The objectives of IHRA’s funding policy are to:

 �  Increase government involvement in creating programmes and infrastructure 
that will focus awareness on the Holocaust and contribute to combating 
antisemitism and xenophobia;

 �  Create sustainable structures for Holocaust education, remembrance, and 
research and, to that end, co-fund large-scale projects targeting multipliers; and

 �  Fund multilateral projects and thereby stimulate the international exchange of 
expertise and a shared culture of remembrance.

The grant strategy aims to:

1)  Develop strategies for Holocaust Memorial Days in a way that injects substance, real 
meaning, and educational value into these events.

2)  Raise awareness and promote research into the causes of the Holocaust, its driving 
forces and mechanisms, with a view to preventing genocide, ethnic cleansing, 
racism, antisemitism, and xenophobia.

The annual call for applications opens in November and closes in January. Applications 
are assessed by a Funding Review Committee, which is led by a representative of 
the IHRA Chair country and includes members of IHRA working groups, the Budget 
Committee Chair, three external experts and the incoming Chair country. Successful 
applicants are notified in March.

Results in 2013
A total of 480,442€ was approved for 20 projects.

Holocaust education/Genocide prevention projects: 

 �  The Raphael Lemkin Seminar for Genocide Prevention, Auschwitz Institute for 
Peace and Reconciliation

 �  Expert Meeting of Educators and Educational Policymakers on Teaching About 
Antisemitism in Europe, Anne Frank Center

 � Complete Program for Conflict Arising, The Memory Project Productions, Inc.
 �  Developing Strategies for First-Time Introduction of Holocaust Education and 

Awareness in Africa and the Middle East, The Aladdin Project
 � Developing a Cadre of Turkish Holocaust Educators, Yad Vashem
 �  The Salzburg Initiative on Holocaust Education and Genocide Prevention, 

Salzburg Global Seminar
 �  Educational Mornings About the Holocaust and Festival of Tolerance,  

Zagreb Jewish Film Festival
 � Joining Forces to Stand Against Hate: Survival in Sarajevo, Centropa

http://www.auschwitzinstitute.org/lemkin-seminars.html
http://memoryprojectproductions.com/exhibits/international-exhibits/%20
http://www.projetaladin.org/en/international-seminar-on-holocaust-education.html
http://www.projetaladin.org/en/international-seminar-on-holocaust-education.html
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/pressroom/pressreleases/pr_details.asp%3Fcid%3D819
http://www.salzburgglobal.org/news-media/article/holocaust-education-and-genocide-prevention-initiative-announce-professional-development-opportunity.html
http://sarajevo.jff-zagreb.hr/newsl/2/en/home
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Commemorative projects: 

 �  Holocaust Commemoration in Latvia from the End of WWII until Nowadays: 
Research and Spread of Knowledge, Center for Judaic Studies University Latvia

 �  Developing Educational Programs for Holocaust Memorial Days in Structural 
Cooperation with Libraries of Serbia and Outreach to the Region, Anne Frank 
House

 � Exhibition Yavne Telz School was Life, Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum
 � Shoah – Let Us Remember, Center Jewish Cultural Heritage Synagogue Maribor
 �  The Memorial in the Pinkas Synagogue: Towards a Shared Culture of 

Remembrance, The Jewish Museum in Prague
 �  Shared Culture of Remembrance for International Holocaust Memorial Day, 

Historical Institute of Resistance Tuscany
 �  School of Remembrance – Producing Knowledge About the Roma Genocide and 

how to Prevent Anti-gypsyism, Women’s Space
 � Journeys of the Memory Book, Asociatia Tikvah

Research projects: 

 �  Research on Roma Deportations and Mass Killings During World War II in 
Eastern Europe, Yahad in Unum

 �  Holocaust in South-East Europe: The Fate of Jews in Bulgaria and in the 
Territories under the Bulgarian Administration (1941-1944), Mémorial de la 
Shoah

 � Sharing Digitized Belgian Archives, Kazerne Dossin
 �  The Relationship Between the Historical Churches and the Jewish Community 

in Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Hungary from 1920 until the Holocaust, Civitas 
Europica Centralis

In addition, in 2013, a new Yehuda Bauer grant was approved to recognize one 
outstanding project proposal annually, and a series of discussions took place regarding 
the new strategy for 2014-2017, which will be approved at IHRA meetings in May 2014.

The Raphael Lemkin Seminar for Genocide Prevention, Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation.

http://names.lu.lv/en.html
http://names.lu.lv/en.html
http://terraforming.org/2013/05/holocaust-education-in-serbia-and-the-balkan-region/
http://terraforming.org/2013/05/holocaust-education-in-serbia-and-the-balkan-region/
http://www.sinagogamaribor.si/en/heritage/project-shoah-let-us-remember/
http://www.sinagogamaribor.si/en/heritage/project-shoah-let-us-remember/
http://www.zenskiprostor.org/en/news/216-roma-in-the-holocaust-school-of-remembrance-held-in-nis
http://www.zenskiprostor.org/en/news/216-roma-in-the-holocaust-school-of-remembrance-held-in-nis
http://www.tikvah.ro/en/about-us/news.html
http://yahadblog.com/2013/09/01/moldova-august-2013/
http://yahadblog.com/2013/09/01/moldova-august-2013/
http://www.memorialdelashoah.org/index.php/en/activities-program/symposium/the-fate-of-jews-in-bulgaria-and-in-countries-and-territories-under-bulgarian-state-administration-during-world-war-ii
http://www.memorialdelashoah.org/index.php/en/activities-program/symposium/the-fate-of-jews-in-bulgaria-and-in-countries-and-territories-under-bulgarian-state-administration-during-world-war-ii
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Part Three: Multi-Year Work Plan, 
Working Groups and Committees

Multi-Year Work Plan
In 2012, IHRA established a Multi-Year Work Plan (MYWP) as a new strategy to advance 
the Stockholm Declaration by focusing the work of delegates in key areas that require 
attention. IHRA seeks to demonstrate leadership on these issues within the expert 
community, raise awareness through publication of project findings, and advance 
recommendations for further work at both expert and governmental levels.

Current projects
There are four interdisciplinary issues currently identified as IHRA priorities in the 
MYWP. Steering committees of experts from the working groups develop and manage 
the projects, co-ordinate support staff and input to ensure coherence, and report to the 
Plenary on progress. The Plenary considers recommendations for priorities, projects, 
funding and action and is responsible for establishing expert committees to facilitate  
co-operation.

1. Research on Killing Sites
Remembrance of the Holocaust often focuses on those who have suffered and perished 
in death camps, concentration camps, and ghettos, or on death marches. But the 
killing sites, places where mass shootings took place, are still relatively unknown.  
The MYWP project on Killing Sites is dedicated to locating these sites and pursuing 
their commemoration and preservation for educational purposes. It aims to raise 
public awareness, offer support and expertise to local initiatives, and encourage 
further research. In January 2014, a symposium for experts working in the field 
was held in Krakow, Poland. A summary report is being prepared, with information 
on global and regional actors and an analysis of recent approaches. Next steps 
include formulating an academic definition of what constitutes a “killing site”; 
identifying current projects; developing a communications strategy; and providing 
recommendations to the Plenary for further work on this issue.

2. Access to Archives
The MYWP on Archival Access will assess the state of access to Holocaust-relevant 
materials held by archives located in IHRA member countries. The project will 
provide information on archives that remain inaccessible for use by the public and 
by scholars, as well as promote discussion on legal restrictions that affect the use, 
copying and public presentation of the material evidence of the Holocaust. There are 
five phases, beginning with a survey of researchers’ experiences at archives across the 
world, which was distributed in June 2013. In October 2013, the Chair of the Steering 
Committee on Archival Access presented interim results of the survey, which indicated 
challenges with legal obstacles, prohibitive costs and the closing of archives. Next 
steps in the project include an expert review in June 2014, and targeted discussions 
with stakeholders to obtain detailed analysis of the challenges to archival access.
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3. Memorial Days
The Holocaust Memorial Days project seeks to involve the Advisor to IHRA, the IHRA 
Chair, Executive Secretary or other IHRA experts in programs related to Holocaust 
Memorial Days with a view to fostering Holocaust education, remembrance and 
research, promoting the goals of the Stockholm Declaration, and raising awareness 
of IHRA. In April 2013, the IHRA Chair, Advisor to IHRA and the IHRA Executive 
Secretary visited Hungary and Poland. On January 27-28, 2014, IHRA supported 
government-led Memorial Day events in Moldova, in cooperation with the OSCE Office 
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, an IHRA Permanent International 
Partner. This included commemorations on International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day and a roundtable with stakeholders in Moldova at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
opened by the Deputy Foreign Minister. IHRA was represented by the Chair of the 
Steering Committee, an expert and former Chair of the Educational Working Group 
and its Executive Secretary. During the Canadian Chair year, the steering committee 
also worked with the Permanent Office to further develop their web page featuring 
information about the Holocaust Memorial Day visits, a report on 2013 initiatives, and 
an overview of Holocaust Memorial Days in IHRA member countries. The steering 
committee continued to advance their plans for additional commemorative visits in 2014. 

4. Education Research Project
The Education Research Project will review research on Holocaust education to identify 
effective practices across member countries and develop a strategic and co-ordinated 
approach. The international reach and cross-disciplinary nature of IHRA will allow 
for comprehensive research across several languages and provide an opportunity to 
enhance meaningful collaboration. In June 2013, the Plenary approved funding for this 
project. Over the fall-winter, a research team of five experts reviewed and prepared 
summaries of over 120 educational studies. The next step will be an in-depth analysis 
of the findings.

IHRA Chair at commemorative event in Hungary

http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/focus/holocaust-memorial-days
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Working Groups 
IHRA has four working groups of experts appointed by member countries.  
 
Academic Working Group (AWG)

The AWG promotes Holocaust research and increased accessibility to Holocaust-era 
archives, and encourages international co-operation on research and scholarship. 
In 2013, the AWG recommended that the Plenary take action regarding a proposed 
European Union data protection regulation (Article 83) and its potential negative effects 
on archival access. The Plenary decided to pursue the issue and, subsequently, the 
IHRA Chair sent a letter to the EU, issued a public statement and provided member 
countries with information to support bilateral engagement with the EU. On December 
5-6, the IHRA Chair, along with an AWG member and former Belgian IHRA Chair, met 
with EU officials, Richard Szostal, the data protection advisor of European Justice 
Commissioner Viviane Reding, and Dr. Ralf Bendrath, principal data protection advisor 
to German Green MEP Jan Philipp Albrecht (the European Parliament’s rapporteur on 
the proposed data protection legislation), where they were advised that the concerns 
were acknowledged by the three main EU institutions and would be addressed with 
additional language to ensure sufficient safeguards are in place.

Education Working Group (EWG)
The EWG provides advice on educational best practices and works with member 
countries on educational development. In 2013, the EWG initiated the development 
of guidelines on the use of social media in Holocaust education and identified new 
priorities.

Memorials and Museums Working Group (MMWG)
The MMWG provides support for Holocaust memorials and related places of 
memory, collects information on memorials and maintains databases, and promotes 
communication between memorial sites and museums. In 2013, the MMWG exchanged 
best practices regarding major commemorative events and projects, such as 
international exhibitions at Auschwitz-Birkenau, October 2 commemorative events in 
Denmark, the Staro Sajmiste site in Serbia and Mauthausen in Austria.

Communications Working Group (CWG)
The CWG develops strategies to communicate IHRA’s developments in Holocaust 
education, remembrance and research with internal and external audiences. In 
2013, key results included the launch of a new IHRA web site and use of social media 
(Facebook, Twitter, YouTube), development of new print material (brochure and 15th 
anniversary publication) and the creation of new online discussion forums to facilitate 
work among experts. In addition, as a Canadian Chair Year initiative, a monthly Chair 
e-newsletter was introduced to provide regular updates to all delegates between 
meetings, as well as a Chair blog and use of Twitter. News releases were also prepared 
on the results of IHRA meetings to increase public awareness. Taken together, there 
was a marked increase in communication activities and media attention in 2013.
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Committees 
Experts across working groups address topics of a cross-cutting nature  
in two committees.

Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial
The committee was created to develop a common approach to address antisemitism, 
and Holocaust denial and trivialization. Its mandate is to assess the situation and 
submit annual recommendations to the Plenary. In 2013, the committee helped develop 
the working definition of Holocaust Denial and Distortion, which was approved in 
October 2013. Additional issues debated by the committee included radical Islamist 
antisemitism, a new law proposed in Romania aimed at Holocaust denial, and a 
proposal to hold a series of seminars for the media. Hungary also presented on its 
government’s recent efforts to combat antisemitism and Holocaust denial.

Roma Genocide
The committee aims to raise awareness about the genocide of the Roma under 
National Socialism through education and events, and draw attention to the history 
of discrimination and the present situation of the Roma. In 2013, the committee 
recommended that IHRA consider acknowledging August 2 as an important memorial 
day for the genocide of the Roma, which was noted as a topic for future plenary 
discussion. At the Toronto meeting, Professor Ethel Brooks from Rutgers University 
was invited to speak about her work analyzing testimonies from Roma survivors, and 
special guests were invited from the Toronto and Hamilton Roma communities. In 
addition, the committee developed a proposal for a conference on the genocide of the 
Roma to be held in London in May 2014. 

Working Definition of Holocaust 
Denial and Distortion
 
IHRA’s 31 member countries adopted the “Working Definition of Holocaust 
Denial and Distortion” at IHRA’s Plenary meeting in Toronto on 10 October 
2013.

The working definition is an expression of the awareness that Holocaust 
denial and distortion have to be challenged and denounced nationally and 
internationally and need examination at a global level.

The Working Definition of Holocaust Denial and Distortion was developed 
by IHRA experts in the Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial 
in cooperation with IHRA’s governmental representatives for use as a 
working tool. 

The full text of the working definition is available for download as a PDF. 

    

http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/sites/default/files/ihra_working_definition_of_holocaust_denial_and_distortion_final.pdf


Minister Kenney and Dr. Mario Silva at Babyn Yar, where Minister Kenney placed a memorial wreath on the site where more 
than 33,000 Jews were killed in 1941 in the first large scale massacre of the Holocaust, and where more than 100,000 other 
Ukrainian victims of Nazi terror were subsequently killed – Kyiv, Ukraine – March 3, 2013
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Part Four: Outreach and International 
Cooperation 

Outreach
Member Countries
The IHRA Chair travelled to nearly all 31 member countries to support major 
international and commemorative events, and meet with delegations on IHRA issues. 
He also held bilateral meetings with member country representatives on the margins of 
other events.

Observer Countries
At the IHRA Plenary in October 2013, Uruguay was welcomed as the fifth observer 
country and, in January 2014, El Salvador formally expressed interest in becoming 
an observer to IHRA. The IHRA Chair also visited Portugal, Turkey and Uruguay 
to encourage full membership. Portugal, an observer since 2009, indicated that it 
will not take steps toward full membership at this time due to fiscal constraints. 
Turkey, another active observer since 2008, expressed interest in progressing to full 
membership status and Canada agreed to support its application as a liaison partner. 
Macedonia and Bulgaria did not participate in meetings during the Canadian Chair year.
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Prospective Member Countries
IHRA welcomes all countries that express their commitment to the Declaration of 
the Stockholm International Forum on the Holocaust. Over the course of the year, 
the IHRA Chair met representatives of countries with an interest in membership or 
historically connected to the Holocaust and with which IHRA would like to increase 
cooperation. This included significant visits to Ukraine, Albania, Paraguay, Brazil 
and the Holy See, and meetings with ambassadors in Canada of Ukraine, Australia, 
New Zealand, Chile, Albania, and the Holy See. In Ukraine, Canada’s then Minister 
of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism, Jason Kenney, met with the First 
Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration, Iryna Akimova, and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Leonid Kozhara, to encourage engagement with IHRA. Throughout 
the year, the IHRA Chair also met with the Minister of Culture, Leonid Novokhatko, 
together with Canada’s Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Bob Dechert,  
and with Ukraine’s Ombudsman, Valeriya Lutkovska, and the Deputy Chief of Staff of 
the Office of President. At the Holy See, the IHRA Chair, accompanied by the Executive 
Secretary, Advisor to IHRA, incoming UK Chair Sir Andrew Burns and the Canadian 
and UK Ambassadors, met with the Chief Rabbi of Rome, Dr. Riccardo Di Segni, 
Msgr. Brian Farrell, Vice President of the Pontifical Commission of the Holy See for 
Religious Relations with the Jews, Msgr. Camilleri, the Undersecretary for Relations 
with States at the Secretariat of State, Msgr. Peter Wells, Assessor to the Secretary 
of State, and Msgr. Jose Bettencourt, Chief of Protocol. In addition, representatives 
of Ukraine, Albania, South Africa and Australia attended the IHRA plenary in 
Berlin as special guests and, in Toronto, the Australian High Commissioner and a 
representative of Ukraine were present.

International Cooperation
In 2013, IHRA increased cooperation considerably with its Permanent International 
Partners (UN, UNESCO, OSCE-ODIHR, EU Fundamental Rights Agency, Council 
of Europe, Claims Conference), through three special sessions to clarify roles and 
foster co-operation. Notably, agreement was reached on a joint project to build 
capacity for Holocaust education and remembrance in non-member countries (to be 
developed for plenary approval in 2014). The IHRA Chair also spoke at the High-level 
OSCE Conference on Tolerance and Non-Discrimination in Albania and the Expert 
Conference on Addressing the Security Needs of Jewish Communities in the OSCE 
Region, in Berlin. He also met with the Director General of UNESCO and published 
an article on the importance of IHRA in the United Nations Holocaust Programme 
Discussion Paper Series, “Why we need the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance”.

Prospective Permanent International Partners
The Chair reached out to other international organizations through formal letters  
and meetings, including the European Commission, International Tracing Service, 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights.

For further details, please visit the IHRA Chair’s blog.  

IHRA Chair visit to Argentina

Photo credit: Tom Rymer/OSCE

http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/docs/paper21.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/docs/paper21.shtml
http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/ihra-chair-dr-mario-silvas-blog
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Annex: Key Documents

Declaration of the Stockholm International Forum on the Holocaust
 
Member Countries with links to Country Pages

Media

International Holocaust Remembrance Day event at the UN in Vienna with winners of the “Keeping the Memory Alive”  
IHRA-Yad Vashem International Poster Design Competition; credit: UNIS Vienna

http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/about-us/stockholm-declaration
http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/member-countries
http://www.holocaustremembrance.com/media-room

