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Introduction 

Auschwitz-Birkenau remains the last of the large death camps with 

a visible layout plan, which is evident in its spatial organization. 

Several dozens of states from around the world have recently 

engaged into preserving this authenticity. Creating a new 

permanent exhibition for the Memorial has become indispensable.  

 

As the understanding of the Site increased, so did the number of 

visitors. In the last decade it tripled, exceeding any other memorial 

in Europe, and any other museum in Central Europe.  

 



The current exhibition 

The current main exhibition has existed since 1955. It 

is still extremely expressive. Lots of its elements and 

narrative motifs can be found in many museums 

created later worldwide.  

 

However, the passing of time took its toll, and the 

exhibition should include in its form and facts a 

perspective of a modern viewer. 

 



Ultimately, the spatial arrangement of the exhibitions in the 

area of Auschwitz I will include: 

  

• The new preliminary exhibition 

• The new main exhibition 

• Broadening and auxiliary exhibitions 

• National exhibitions 

• Sanctuary areas 

• A new exhibition of camp art 

 



Aims and premises of the new exhibition 

THE NEW MAIN EXHIBITION should be an introduction to 

the experience of the historical space, a background to the 

authentic site. On the one hand, it aims at clarifying it by 

presenting facts and events; on the other hand, it serves as 

a commemoration of the Victims. 

 

The exhibition has to evoke reflection not only about the 

past but also about the significance of Auschwitz nowadays, 

and its inherent moral message.   



• Part 1 – Auschwitz camp as an institution 

• Part 2 – Mass murder of the Jews in KL Auschwitz   

• Part 3 – Camp experiences of prisoners 

 

Script authors : Piotr Cywiński PhD,  Piotr Setkiewicz PhD 

 

 

 



Consultation and work groups  

Until 2009 

Advisory board: representatives of Polish and foreign Museums and 

Memorial Sites, experts from Poland, Germany, Israel, France, England, 

and USA 

2009-2010  

Main Exhibition Task Group  to create a final concept of the new 

exposition 

 February 2013  

Creating Project Team for the New Main Exhibition 

 

 

 



Project team  

Piotr M. A. Cywiński, PhD – Director of the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum 

Piotr Setkiewicz, PhD – Head of Research Center 

Alicja Białecka – Representative for the New Main Exhibition  

Ewa Matlak – Project Coordinator 

 


