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Informal meeting of the General Assembly 

to address concerns of a rise in anti-Semitic violence worldwide 

January 22
nd

, 2015 

 

Mr. President,  

Distinguished panelists, 

Your Excellencies,  

 

It is very hard to take the floor after such a heartbreaking story.  

I am grateful to the panelists for their interesting, intriguing, moving and 

mind-stirring presentations.  

Romania who aligns with the statement delivered by the European Union, 

welcomes the opportunity of addressing concerns of a rise in anti-Semitic 

violence worldwide, in this informal debate. It is, in our view, an 

adequate response to the outbreak of all forms of discrimination, racism 

and xenophobia that we have been witnessing around the world.  

Let me first mention that I shall  

 

For Romania, the principles of equality and non-discrimination are 

firmly enshrined in the national legal framework, thus guiding all efforts 
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in preventing (and, if necessary, sanctioning) all forms and manifestations 

of discrimination, racism and xenophobia, including anti-Semitism. 

Combating anti-Semitism has, for Romania, a twofold meaning: 1. a 

reflection on our efforts to reconcile with the past; 2. a forward-looking 

approach both in terms of political objectives and legal framework.   

At the start of the series of events dedicated to the 2015 Holocaust 

Remembrance, for commemorating 70 years since the end of the 

Holocaust, my country is determined to continue to develop its 

international cooperation on Holocaust education, remembrance and 

research, and on the prevention of future genocides. In this context, 

January 27
th

 bears this year a double significance, as it also marks the 

15
th

 anniversary of the Stockholm Declaration, the founding document of 

the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance. The reaffirmation of 

the Stockholm Declaration is a valued objective for Romania because the 

unprecedented character of the Holocaust will always hold universal a 

meaning for us. We are committed to remembering and honoring its 

victims, to upholding its terrible truth, to standing up against those who 

distort or deny it, and to combating anti-Semitism. We strongly condemn 

all forms of violence and hate speech. 

As a future Chair of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 

in 2016, Romania will focus on three pillars: media, Holocaust education 

and academic research. 



3 
 

Our focus on the media is rooted on Romania’s belief that the role of the 

media in promoting dialogue, mutual understanding and tolerance is 

crucial. We must also acknowledge that media is, unfortunately, often 

used to propagate anti-Semitic, discriminatory messages, while hate 

speech is often widespread in and by social media. We all must take 

concrete and creative steps and actions at international and national level, 

in order to limit this phenomenon. Raising awareness among the media 

representatives, training journalists, and reaching out to bloggers are 

ever more relevant steps in today’s digitalized world. Violence has never 

been the adequate answer. Romanian-born Nobel Peace laureate Ellie 

Wiesel said once that “language failed me very often, but then, the 

substitute for me was silence, not violence”. We should never allow 

violence to become a language. 

May be, in this context, I’d like to hear more from panelists on what can 

we do to turn social media intro a more constructive platform and to turn 

the younger generation – the digital natives- more into our allies, whose 

creativity and synergies could be used more to prevent violence. 

Mr. President,  

The previous speakers recalled various instances of anti-Semitic violent 

incidents worldwide. Romania firmly joins them in condemning such acts. 

We believe that this surge in anti-Semitism is a process that is developing 

in the broader context of an increasing number of xenophobic and racist 

attitudes, accompanied by acts of violence directed towards minorities. 
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Such attitudes are also partly encouraged by the rhetoric of some political 

parties. 

In this regard, political leaders hold a particular responsibility. The 

highest political level must be activated with resolute action when needed, 

in order to combat the proliferation of the anti-Semitic discourse and 

violence, as well as towards any other minority.  

This informal meeting of the General Assembly and this panel are 

instances meant to recall that the international community shares a 

common responsibility in fighting curses such Anti-Semitism. But the 

ultimate responsibility lies not only in international organizations, 

national governments or local authorities. It lies in each of us! 

Let me conclude,  Mr. President, in a social media mode, by tweeting the 

key words for this timely event: #NeverAgain and #No2AntiSemitism! 

 

I thank you.  

 

 


